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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


INTERVIEW WITH ‘ASIFAH COMMANDER ABU-JIHAD 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 23 Aug 79 pp 1, 3 


{Interview with ‘Asifah commander Abu-Jihad by Khalid Jamai in Beirut-- 
date not given) 


[Text] Abu-Jihad. A name little known on the international scene. A 
man, neve-theless, whom the Zionists describe as “the most dangerous man 
for Isrsel.” 


He is the head of ‘Asifah, the military brancl of the Fath; he is in charge 
of all the Palestinian military forces. He is the man behind the great 
special operations executed in occupied Palestine. 


He almost never grants interviews. He speaks little. At Beirut I tried 
to secure an interview with him. Just as we were beginning he was called 
to the operations room. “Leave me the questions; I shall reply to you in 
writing,” he said. 


I left Lebanon with the hope of receiving his replies. More than simple 
replies, these are the deep reflections of Abu~Jihad. 


[Question] Are you waiting for what they now call "Lithani II"*? 


[Answer] Yes. We are expecting an aggression at any moment. The nature 

of our enemy is an aggressive nature. Even when there is no logical reason 
which could justify its aggression, Israel is always impelled--by its very 
nature--to war and to create adequate conditions which in their turn engender 
a climate of domestic and international opinion which speaks of war and 
anticipates it. 


We expect an aggression at any moment and we are never surprised by that. 
The Zionist entity created on our despoiled land was built on aggression, 
injustice, and the denial of the rights of our people, which are the rights 
to its land, its country, and its self-determination. It was built also 
on the confiscation of its past and its future, as well as on the seizure 
of its historic past, its culture, and its civilization. 





* The war of South Lebanon was also called "The Litani Operation” 











Why dco we expect a new aggression against our people and our revolution? 
Several factors cause this aggression to become possible at any moment. 


The statements made daily by the enemy leaders: They are in a permanent 
war against the PLO. Their attacks will remain permanent in the event of 
what they call "The policy of daily warfare against the Palestinian people 
and revolution.” 


Our revolution has secured several acquisitions in several fields. On the 
military level we have accentuated the rhythm of our operations in occupied 
territory until we have achieved more than one operation per day. This 
disturbs our enemy on the one hand, and on the other hand impels him to 

the discovery of a truth, namely that the strategy of our operations is a 
rising strategy. 


It is also becoming important for the enemy to stop, if not to disturb 
this strategy by trying to injure the execution of our revolution in South 
Lebanon, and to do this by a direct war on a large scale. 


Still om the military level, the strengthening of our potential, on the 
level of training, armament, our capacity to confront, to maneuver and to 
take the initiative, forces our enemy to think and from that to plan, pre- 
pare, and execute a new aggression. The latter could have South Lebanon 
as its main focus. 


On the political level, the enemy sees with anger and hatred the growth 
of our role and our influence, both on the regional and on the international 
level. For this it is enough to see the hysterical reactions after the 
sut—it meeting between brother Abu-‘Ammar and Chancelors Brandt and Kreisky. 


To these reactions must be added the shaking of the Egyptian position, the 
maneuvers and trial »alloons of Washington which Israel cannot tolerate. 
All this, in our opinion, constitutes factors which could push Israel to 
commit a new aggression in the south with the purpose of creating a new 
situation and picture in the area. We co not say a new “map” of the area, 
for our enemy is too weak to impose its will on our Arab nation, even if 
it achieves temporary gains. Our nation is without any doubt capable of 
imposing its will and triumphing over the aggressions sooner or later. 


But there is another level which, if it does not exceed the two cited above 
in importance, is at least equally important. It is that consisting of 

the internal situation of Israel, where an econuvmic crisis is in full sway 
with all its effects: inflation, strikes, rivalries within the government 
coalition, the affairs of Samiha Irlikh, that of the Party of the Inde- 
pendents. 


One must add to that the recrudescence of the activities of the opposition 
and the movement fueled by the Labor Party to regain power. All this can 
push Begin, his party and his government towards the war in South Lebanon 
as a tool and option to distract attention to something other than that 

of an internal explosion. 








In this perspective, we consider that the crisis of which the enemy speaks 
and which he calls “the dangerous drop in the water level” is created out 
of many pieces and could help the enemy to promote a public opinion favor- 
able to the unleashing of a war in South Lebanon, the objective of which 

is to realize an old Zionist dream, namely to steal the waters of the river 
of Litani. 


We expect any form of treachery on the part of our enemy. We are ready 
for the confrontation. And if the enemy has not drawn lessons from the 
first war of Litani, our common forces, those of the revolution and of the 
national Lebanese movement are always ready to assume their role in the 
defense of the revolution and the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples in the 
south. 


In conclusion, our preparation for a possible confrontation does not confine 
us to a purely defensive role and does not prevent us from taking the ini- 
tiative in any confrontation. 


[Question] Im your opinion, what are the agreements, on the military level, 
in the war of South Lebanon? 


[Answer] It is a part of the agreements which involve any revolutionary 

war, that is to say when the forces of invasion come up against the faith 

of the fighters. That is a weapon which makes the revolutionary capable 

of confronting with simple individual armament forces supported by the most 
sophisticated weapons: aviation, artillery, the navy. His faith in his 
capacity to confront the enemy with success cannot be shaken. With calm 

he maneuvers, twists, and fights behind the enemy |ines, causing in the 

ranks of the latter the maximum losses. It is the same when he lays ambushes, 
mines the ground, sowing death and destruction. That is what the enemy 

has witnessed. 


When Weizmann ond Begin were preparing the aggression against the Palestinian 
revolution in April 1978, their plans envisaged that this operation, unleashed 
on April 4, 1978 at 1:00 a.m., would end at 13 hours the same day, an hour 
which had been fixed for the holding of a press conference where they were 

to announce their victory and present the hundreds of prisoners and the 

arms which they were to have captured. These plans were not fulfilled 
because the battle raged for 8 days, 24 hours out of 24, without, moreover, 
their taking the number of prisoners they were counting on nor capturing 

the arms which they had hoped for. 


The Israelis had to recognize the high military competence of the Fedayeen, 
the ferocity of the combats, and the high Israeli losses. This was con- 
firmed in a report published by the Israeli army a year after this war. 
This report acknowledged the destruction of dozens of tanks and motorized 
vehicles as well as hundreds of soldiers killed and wounded in the ranks 
of the Israeli army. 














The forces engaged were not equal, either in number or in arms, but what 
the Zionist enemy mobilized as destructive force neither destroyed the 
Palestinian revolution nor paralyzed the irrevocable will and decision of 
our people to resist him and confront him. That is why the Zionists did 
not gain the victory even if they occupied a part of the ground. 


[Question] Why does the war of explosives in occupied territory take 
precedence over operations of the “Kamal ‘Adwan type?" 


[Answer] The war of explosives in the interior of the occupied territory 
is oniy a stage in the war which we are conducting against our Zionist 
enemy. When we determine the natwre of the war which we plan to conduct, 
which our enemy forces upon us, we proceed from several considerations, 
among others: 


A) The objective conditions: on the potential human level, the 
material possibilities, and the degree of training. 


B) The general situation, some parts of which we wish to suppress, 
while accentuating others: This is to impose upon ourselves the situa- 
tion which we desire ard which is beneficial for our people and our revolu- 
tion. 


In the present stage we can consider that the retreat of Egypt, or more 
exactly, the fact that Sadat has ended the role of his country in the 
confrontation with Israel, has brought with it a certain calm among the 
enemy generals, even if it is only transitory. 


Sut there remains the Israeli citizen, who constitutes the human potential 
in the Zionist military instrument, a citizen who expresses public opinion 
in Israel. 


in this entity which claims to be democratic--I say which claims, and this 
for reasons which there is no point in exploring here--it is public opinion 
which tudges in one way or another. 


Two elements constitute the government in Israel: the generals and public 
opinion. Those in power must therefore reconcile the will and desires of 
these two elements or factors. And generally they have the same point of 
view, resulting from a mystification exercised on the domestic scene by 
those in power. 


Today the Zionist power wants to throw into relief the idea that the retreat 
of Egypt from the conflict constitutes a rebirth of Israel and therefore a 
security for a calm future without, however, taking into consideration the 
rights and hopes of our people. 


In the face of that we have unleashed what they call "the war of explosives" 
in the occupied territories to affirm that no settlement is viable unless 








it takes into consideration all the rights of our people, erefore “the 
war of explosives” in the objective present conditions is a possible and 
beneficial war. We execute it and we consolidate it without it substituting 
for any other form of war which we could force upon our enemy for the pur- 
pose of making him accept the rights of our people. 


We condu:'t the war of the explosives as well as other forms of war and 
special operations such as that of our martyr Kamal ‘Adwan. This type of 
operation is carried out when the situation requires it. 


It expresses and affirms to our people, to our enemy, and to the whole 
world that the hand of the revolution is strong, capable, and trained. 


[Question] Many rumors are circulating today about a possible change in 
the American strategy toward the Middle East and more particularly toward 
the Palestinian affair. Do you think the USA is going to make such a change? 


[émswer] The effort of the US in what they call “change in the American 
strategy with regard to the Middle East and particularly the Palestinian 
problem” is actually only [trial?] balloons, the canger of which is the 
atvempt by that country to reveal the weak points in the Palestinian front 
and open a breach into it. But this maneuver is doomed to failure. 


To that one must add that the American administration pretends not to see 
the rights of the Palestinian people and the truths of this problem. It 
is they who support the continual Zionist aggression against our people 

by providing Israel with the most destructive arms. It is American planes 
which the enemy uses to bomb us. It is American  -ombs which decimate both 
the Lebanese and the Palestinian population in ¢t south. Even if inter- 
national opinion is beginning to line up on our de, even if in the US 
voices are raised in our favor, we exclude a change in the American atti- 
tude expecially if one takes into consideration internal American develop- 
ments on the eve of the presidential elections. 


[Question] The Palestinian revolution today possesses a good number of 
pilots. Do you count on using them in your operations against the Israeli 
enemy? 


[Answer] Yes. Our eyes are always turned toward the future. We have 
pilots whose training has demanded much both of the Palestinian peopl: and 
of its revolution. We would hardly have made such sacrifices if we were 
not counting on preparing these fighters to perform their duty to ensure 
the victory of our people, our revolution, and our nation. We are engaging 
in a war to defend ourselves and to confront the enemy which occupies our 
territory. It is therefore obvious that these pilots, these militants, 
have a role in our just war. 


[Question] What has tne Palestinian Revolution contributed to revolutionary 
war both in theory and practice, especially if one compares it with that 
which led the Vietnamese people to victory? 











[Answer] We leave the answer to the analysts, the theoreticians, and the 
historians, We are content to say that our revolution has studied, learned, 
and profited from the experience of the other peoples and their revolutions: 
such as those of Vietnam, Algeria, China, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, etc. ... 

But above all, our revolution has studied the previous experiences of our 
people and various revolutions which it conducted in the second ha’: of 

the century. 


We have studied and profited from the experience of others. We are content 
to say, in the present phase, that we innovate on the basis of experience 
gained elsewhere, on the basis of daily study of our positions, of our 
conditions, and of the reality of the front on which we engage in battle, 
as well as the situation and real conditions of the enemy. 


[Question] What do you think of the interna) Lebanese situation. Do you 
expect a new civil war to break out? 


[Answer] We reaffirm that it is neither in our interest, nor in that of 
the Lebanese people for a new civil war to break out. We are for the unity 
both of the soil and the people of Lebanon. We are, above all and first 
of all, for our right to defend, in the sare trench with our companions 

of the Lebano-Palestinian forces, our refugee camps, and the Lebanese soil 
and people against the Zionist enemy which is taking aim at Lebanese land 
and waters, which aspires to tear apart the unity of Lebanon. We were 
ver. saddened by the war which was waged against us on Lebanese soil. We 
were only waiting for the moment when it would end to be able to turn our 
guns against the Zionist enemy which is directed against our Arab nation. 
And we still hope that the forces of our Arab nation will be mobilized in 
this sense. 


[Question] Does the Zionist enemy make [you?] the most dangerous man for 
Israel? What can you reply to that? 


|Answer, That is a personal question. Let me ask you to refer to a phrase 
of Golda Meir which became famous, in which she said that she was anguished 
by the idea that every day saw the birth of new Palestinian infants, for 
she considered them the gravest danger for Israel. Every Palestinian child 
suffering Zionist injustice, persecuted by the occupation, condemned to 
poverty and to be a refugee is a danger for Israel. 


I would have desired to be the sole victim of the occupation, and in this 
sense | would be the sole danger. 


But go down to the refugee camps, study the living conditions of our people, 
what it endures at the hands of the Zionist occupiers and torturers to 
discover that every Palestinian citizen, every Arab, or even better--every 
man of just and sound mind--is a danger for Israeli. For the Zionist entity 
is a danger for all of us. 











My friend, I am only one among the wilitants of this people which has 
endured much suffering. Every member of this people is a dinger for the 
enemy if he decides to resist. It is for that reason that the Zicnist enemy 
takes aim at our people and its camps, believing that that will paralyze 

the desire to fight. The truth is that the will of the people is above 

all will. It is for that that our people pursues its struggle «xtil victory, 


until the flag of the independent Palestinian state floats above the despoiled 
homeland and its soil. 
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ALGERIA 


CAUSES, EFFECTS OF CLEANUP CAMPAIGN DISCUSSED 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in Engiish 24 Sep 79 pp 3,4 


[Text] According to recent reports from Algiers, the city has undergone 
a remarkable facelift as the result of a campaign to stamp out what are 
officially described as “anti-social elements and parasites." Almost 
overnight, the streets have been cleared of litter, illegally parked 
vehicles have been removed and the street vendors who used to spread 
their wares across the sidewalks have vanished; even the lines of wash- 
ing suspended from and between the city's balconies have disappeared. 


The determination of the authorities is not in doubt; neither is the con- 
viction that the campaign is a serious political issue. Policemen, armed 
with truncheons and sometimes accompanied by solciers with dogs, are 
enforcing the regulations and isolated incidents of excessive zeal have 
been reported; about 300 arrests have been made. 


Mohamed Salah Yahiaoui, Corrdinator of the ruling National Liberation 
Front, has made it clear that the campaign is dictated by something more 
than a desire to improve hygiene. Its purpose, he says, "is not confined 
simply to combatting and weeding out delinquency; it aims at educating 

the citizen so he can participate fully in the struggle for national devel- 
opment." 


This theme was taken up by the daily EL-MOUDJAHID, which commented with 
unusual candour: "It is nothing short of unforgiveable that, 17 years 
after independence, we are unable to collect garbage efficiently, to 
provide water to all homes, guarantee the safety of women in the streets 
and on the buses and protect the purchasing power of workers' wages. It 
is a mistake to suppose that the sole criteria of development are the 
millions of tons of cement we pour out each year and the impressive 
number of machines in our building sites--especially when many of these 
machines are standing idle for want of a nut here or a bolt there.” 


Many of the specific moves in the campaign are doubtless praiseworthy, 
particularly those likely to improve the standard of public health, and, 














according te the reports, many Algerians welcome them. Other rules seem 
petty: there is something offensive in the idea of policemen forcing 
people to stand in an orderly line for a bus, or remove their washing 
from their balconies; but the chief objection to the campaign is that 

it seems to be directed against the symptoms of a social ill, rather 
than its cause. Crime and dirt are not unique to Algiers, but are 
common to all cities, in the developing and developed countries alike. 
If the problems appear greater in the Third World it is partly because 
cities there have grown so much more rapidly than in the developed 
countries. The population of Algiers today, some 2 millions, is well 
over three times what it was when the country achieved independence in 
1962. In addition to a high birthrate, there has been, as in most Third 
World countries, a drift of population away from the land to the urban 
areas: in 1966, ‘t was estimated that 31 percent of all Algerians were 
city-dwellers; today the figure is over 40 percent and by 1990, it is 
expected to reach 50 percent. 


This transfer of population is itself the consequence of a development 
programme based on intensive industrialisation, often at the expense of 
rural and agricultural development. 


The authorities, under the leadership of President Chadly Benjedid, have 
at least shown an understanding of this; recent reports state that the 
next five-year plan will put top priority on agriculture and housing. 
Already, education is the biggest single sector in this year's budget. 
An editorial in EL-MOUDJAHID attacking vehemently those officials who 
"milk public funds" suggests that a purge of the administration may be 
expected. 
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CAMPAIGN AGAINST DELINQUENCY MAY RESULT IN PARTY, STATE DISMISSALS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 12 Sep 79 p 3 


[Article by Daniel Junqua: “Cleanup operation in the Capital--'The 

Ob jective is the Successful Rducation of the Citizens’ Declared FLN 
[National Liberation Front] Coordinator, Mr Yahiaoui" passages enclosed 
in slantlines published in italics] 


[Text] Algiers--A week after it was launched, operation “Cleaning up 
the Capital” has already appreciably changed the appearance of Algiers 
(LE MONDE, 6 Sep). The most marked change can be seen in the Belcourt 
and Bab-el-Oued neighborhoods. Laundry hanging on balconies, streaking 
the front of the houses with colored spots in motion, has disappeared. 
Dealers who sell all kinds of objects and cluttered the sidewalks, 
especially by the entrances to department stores, have faded away. 

In teams of two, policemen continue to hunt down pitilessly reckless 
drivers, they prevent speeding, forbid passing and illegal parking. 

The streets seem cleaner, and in certain neighborhoods the young people 
have more or less spontaneously lent a hand and swept up with energy. 


It is an illusion? One feels that one can move about better on the 
sidewalks and on the road. It is true that the new school year has 
not yet begun, for that will greatly increase the amount of traffic 
in the next few days. In the meantime, all means, even the most 
unexpected ones, are used to clean up the town. 





The action of the police, which has been extended to Oran since 

Monday, in generai elicits favorable comments, especially in well-to-do 
circles, where there is more concern for order and cleanliness. However, 
police intervention did not take place without some "mistakes," and 
sometimes the truncheon blows of young, nervous, and inexperienced 
policemen did not spare decent passers-by, even a magistrate they say, 
during the thousands of identity checks and interpellations that took 
place. However, it seems that these are the exception. About 300 people, 
mostly young, were brought, within 3 days, to the 3 “criminal courts"-- 
equivalent to our criminal courts--that were hearing the cases of those 
caught red-handed. The sentences given are from 6 months to 4 years 

in prison, but most of them are for about a year. One hundred twenty 
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of those condemned will serve their sentence on the high plateaus 
gathering esparto. In this matter, the Department of Justice makes it 
clear that sentences given for work to be done on jobs for the public 
good were expressly provided for on February 10, by a ruling connected 
to the penal code and to education. It is only done with the consent of 
those involved. These people receive remuneration and may be allowed to 
go free for good behavior and productivity before their setence is up. 


The Revolution is Watchful 


Thus from 1972 to 1977 prisorers have provided the nation with about 

5 million work days, in particular by working on the construction of 

five socialist villages, the great mosque of Constantine, the zoological 
girden and the Aknoun park, and even the Ministry of Justice in El Biar. 
Hence, it is not a question of an exceptional procedure, and it is not even 
a question of official measures of internment which, here more than else- 
where, bring back bad memories. Those arrested are lawfully judged 

by magistrates and may lodge an appeal. President Chadli has especially 
insisted on the pressing need to respect strictly legal procedure, we were 
told, and this order has been scrupulously respected. 


Besides, the authorities firmly declared their intention to attack the 
problem at the root and to make executives and elected representatives 
face up te their responsibilities. /"It is often the case that, when 
faced with the weakness of public or local institutions, the services 

of the law are called upon. But the police cannot and must not be the 
Jack-of-all-trades of our society."/ The FLN and the national organizations 
throw themselves into the battle. Those in charge of the party machinery 
had a meeting during the presidency of Mr Yahiaoui in order to study the 
means tor /"mobilizing the grass-roots militants",/ and in order to 

take /"practical measures that would assure success in the struggle of 
the country against all forms of delinquency and general moral decline",/ 


The Commission of Social Affairs of the Central Committee also had a 
meeting in the presence of the ministers of housing, health, planning, 
and labor. In an interview with Algerian Press Service [APS], 

Mr Yahiaoui, coordinator of the party, assured that the /"operation 
cleanup was neither improvised nor provisional." "The time has come; 

/ne said,/" to apply the texts and the criteria of the revolution. The 
objective that has been set does not limit itself to the struggle against 
delinquency ani to its eradication,"/ he also declared./" Its aims is 

to succeed in educating the citizen so that he can fully participate in 
the struggle for development in an atmosphere of confidence and security. 
Everyone must know that the revolution is vigilant, that it can control, 
ask for an accounting, and it can sanction."/ And the party coordinator 
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recalled that the last Congress of the FLN had expressed /"the intention 
to put an end to all forms of delinquency in an equitable and decisive 
manner, whatever its source and whatever the position of the guilty 
parties in the leadership hierarchy may be."/ These sentences, like 

an editorial of EL MOUDJAHID that emphasized /"the responsibility of 
those elected"/, seem to prepare the way for dismissals that could 

take place quite high up in the party machinery of the state. 
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BRIEFS 


LOAN AGREEMENTS--Credit Populaire d'Algerie has signed a $50 million loan 

agreement with a consortium of Arab banks headed by Gulf International 

Bank. This follows credits of $20 million each from Societe Generale of 

France and Banque Nationale de Paris and of 130 million Dinars ($34 

million) from AKA Hamburg, AD 110 million ($29 million) from BMF Bank 

Frankiurt and AD65 million ($17 million) from AMRO Bank, Amsterdam. 

Algeria's Office National de Tourisme is expected to sign a $25 million | 
agreement soon and to raise a 50 million Swiss Franc ($31 million) issue. 

Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 24 Sep 79 p 12] 


CSO: 4420 
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CONSTANCY URGED IN PROGRAMS TO RAISE LIVING STANDARDS 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic 1 Oct 79 p 3 


[Excerpte] Governor ‘Umar ‘Abd-al-Akhir of Cairo has made inp ye7tion 
tours by proxy to make sure that there vere enough consumer gous in the 
markets and that the merchants vere keeping to the authorized prices. 
Maj Gen Tharwat ‘Atallah, director of security of Cairo, has also made 
inspection tours for the same purpose. 


Recently, Fikri Mukerram ‘Ubayd, secretary general of the National Dem- 
cratic Party, resolved that the secretaries of the majority party in the 
governorates should form working parties to supervise prices in the mar- 
kets. His decision means that the leaderships of the popular base should 
collaborate vith the majority party in work in that field, for the masses 
have been complaining of parasitic elements and greedy merchants vho take 
advantage of the chance to raise prices so as to make quick and exorbitant 
profite. 


All we ask is that some kind of coordination be achieved which will be in 
harmony in planning and execution in all matters which pertain to the 
daily life and the basic needs of the people. 


If the govermment bas any role in this matter, the popular organizations 
have a greater one. 


There is also another pertinent issue which ve wish to raise: that of the 
failure of the family planning organization to perform, although millions 
of pounds in foreign aid have been offered for its budget without the 
achievement of any significant results. 


The truth is that this organization works in an antiquated way which is 
mot suited to the requirements of our society. 


Therefore, we call for a radical change in the methods of information that 
it uses, by addressing its propagapda toward informing the poor familie. 
of new methods and ways of living vhich are based on production to raise 
their standard of living. Then, through raising their standard of living, 


14 

















it will be easier t convince them that they must exercise family planning 
to preserve this new standard. 


We need a redical change in our planning for campaigns on the level of the 
masses. The people need to have someone come to meet them on the street, 
in the fields, and at weir bomes in the cities and villages. 


It is not enough to tell them that it is mot good to bring up more than 
two children, or to say to them, “Use contraceptive pills, which ve will 
distsibute to you at a low price so that you can plan your families.” 
What '* peed is a new method for information campaigns to protect the 


masses and insure that they will get the things they neci at reasonable 
prices. 


CSO: 46802 


15 











NEW ORGANIZATION PORMED TO PROMOTE NATIONAL UNITY 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 26 Aug 79 p 1 


/article: "The Combatants of the Islamic Revolution Propose the Formation 
of an Islamic Coordination and Unity Council"/ 


/Text/ The Organization of the Combatants of the Islamic Revolution have 
called upon genuine Islamic forces to present representatives to take part 
in this council. 


A special draft has been announced by the Organization of the Combatants 
of the Islamic Revolution for the attainment of the “Islamic unity of 
forces”. 


Yesterday the Organization of the Combatants of the Islamic Revolution, in 
setting out the program for a “voyage to unity, distributed a statement 
calling upon genuine Islamic forces to form an islamic coordination and 
unity council to follow up on and carry out the goals of this “voyage to 
unity.” 


Completion and Attainment of the Goals of the Voyage to Unity 


In a statement it distributed yesterday, the Organization of the Combatants 
of the Iranian Revolution, whééh, by forming the staff to hold a commemora- 
tion for the voyage to unity, has called upon genuine Islamic forces to 
participate in this great voyage through an appeal to Emam Khomeyni's call 
that these forces be unified in order to guard, maintain and expand the 
Islamic revolution, requested that the goals of this voyage to unity be 
attained and consummated. In the course of this, referring to Emam 
Khomeyni's message concerning the criteria of unity and the need to close 
the ranks of Moslem forces in order to confront the devil's troops, the 
organization called upon forces taking part in this voyage and other genu- 
ine Islamic forces to present representatives who are to participate in 
the session of the Islamic Coordination and Unity Council in order to con- 
summate the objective of the voyage to unity, so that the principle founded 
on the holy verse “consult with them on the matter,” that of consultation 
with one another, will be established from now on in regard to important 
social matters. 
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Issuance of che Joint Communique 


The Orgenization of the Combatants of the Islamic Revolution statement 
added, by way of clarification, that this council has a purely consulta- 
cive aspect and that the representatives are permitted to act independent- 
ly on special matters. In the event those participating in the council 
reach agreement, a joint communique will be issued and, when the criteria 
of unity sre determined, other groups and organizations following the 
enam's platform and believing {n common objectives will be invited to take 
part in this council. 


At the conclusion of this statement, the hope was expressed that the pro- 
posal to form this council would be met with common acceptance so that 

the necessary groundwork for fully consolidating all genuine Islamic forces 
wou'd thereby be assured. 


in conjunction with this proposal, which contained three basic principles, 
the Organization of the Combatants of the Islamic Revolution also presented 
a special draft for the unity of Islamic forces. In this draft, unity of 
action was propounded as the first step along the road to the formation of 
a party of the downtrodden. 


In the proposed Organization of the Combatants of the Islamic Revolution 
draft to unite Islamic forces and form a party of the downtrodden (named 
the Party of God) on three basic priaciples of organizational unity--ideo- 
logical unity, strategic unity and organizational unity--detailed emphasis 
wae placed on the unity of the front and on unity of action. 

Formation of revolutionary Islamic coordination and unity council was con- 
sidered a step in this process. 


11667 
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SOCIALIST ACTIVIST DISCUSSES IDEOLOGY, WORK IN AMERICA 
Tehran ASYA-YE JAVAN in Persian 28 Jul 79 pp 14-17 


/article:_ "Babak Zahra'i, the Socialist Militant: A Man Living wut of a 
Suitcase"/ 


/Text/ The Biography of Babak Zahra‘ 


He was born in Yazd but remembers nothing of the town. His father is a 
doctor and retired Ministry of Health employee; his grandfather, Ashraf 
ol-Va'ezin, died in suspicious circumstances, considering the struggle he 
had with the regime. Apparently one day officials took his body away and 
said he had had a heart attack up in the pulpit. His father was jailed a 
number of times and tortured on account of the socialistic ideas he held. 
He himself was the second in a family of six children and went to second 
grade at the age of five. His older brother, Siamak Zahra'i, is one of 
the leaders of the Socialist Workers’ Party. His younger brother, Faramak 
Zahra'i, is a teacher and the youngest member of his family, his sister, 
abandoned her studies and, like all members of the family, is a member of 
the Socialist Workers’ Party. When he was five he went with his family 
from Tehran to Shahrud where he spent his primary school years. He spent 
4 years in high school in Qagvin and the fifth in Hadaf Number One. After 
that he went to America. In America he advanced to the senior year in 
physics in college bu abandoned his studies without receiving a degree. 
He is the disciple of the doctrine of revolutionary socialism; he believes 
in Marx, Troteky and Engels and considers them to be the greatest teachers 
of this doctrine. He has been very quick to learn and is blunt-spoken; 

he has a mordant and brash way of addressing people. He is a total nomad 
and says “my entire life consists of a suitcase of clothes and 70 to 80 
books; since I do not have a home I spend every night ina differenr 
house." One of the memories of the period of his childhood is that Ruzbeh 
hid in his home and he says “Ruzbeh's sidearms were the best toys from 
that period of my life.” 


He believes that the resurgence of revolutionary socialism in Iran corre- 
sponds to the early socialist resurgence of the Bolsheviks in Czarist 


18 














Russia in tne period of the early 1900's. However, from the standpoint 
of function, Socialism in Iran is faced with the functions of 1917. He 
says “the only thing we expect from Bazargan's government is a guarantee 
of political rights and freedoms for the Socialist Workers’ Party and all 
other parties.” 


Among Iranian poets and writers he is interested in Eshqi, Bozorg Alavi, 
Sadeq Hedayat, Shamlu, and Forugh Farrokhzad. Among the greats of Iranian 
literature he loves Mowlavi and Hafez. Among foreign writers, he believes 
in Jack Loudon, Sholokhov and Charlies Dickens. He says "I enjoy ethnic 
Iranian music more than anything else. In general I like ali the things 
which give life an actractive aspect." 


At the present time Azhra‘i is editor in chief of KARGAR magazine and is 
a member of the Central Committee of the Socialist Workers’ Party. 


The previous regime's control over the media and stifling, influence pres- 
ence over the cultural sphere of our country in the black years of the 
past made many [Iranian fighters inside and outside the country obecure. 
Unless they kept abreast of personal news items, revelations, witnesses 
and precise experiences, people were unable to distinguish heroic figures 
from persons puttiag on a heroic act. The rapid and sudden growth of our 
revolution resulted in the fact that many names were added to the list of 
our country’s political acquaintances. To these names one can also add 
that of Babak Zahra‘'i, which became recognized as important because of the 
television debate and the continuation of that debate on the iawn of the 
Teachers’ Training University. 


Like many men known today but unknown yesterday, Zahra'i has jusc a familiar 
name acd very few people are informed about his political past and back- 
ground. There ace sany rumors about him. People say, "Zahra'i is getting 
subscantial financial assistance from unknown parties to take part in 
political contlicts, have on aristocratic life, and so on." People say 
"Sometimes Zahra'i coesn't find a place to sleep or food to eat!" Really, 
which of chese statements is correct? Who is Zahra'i? A socielist think- 
er’ A big taiker’ An icealist? Someone who makes a show, an unemployed 
spokesman or a passionate nationalist fighter? Who is better able than 
Babak Zahra'i himself to help us become familiar with him? We sat down to 
an interview with Babak Zahra'i, editor in chief of the newspaper KARGAR, 
in order to become acquainted with the facts, to evaluate his past and 
present, and to have an blunt, unembellished talk concerning him and his 
ideas. 


ASYA-YE JAVAN: Mr. Zahra'i, the Iranian people know only your name; who 
are you’? What do you do’ What intentions did you have in mind in return- 
ing to Iran and participating in the heated poiitical talk and debate?’ 


Zahra'i: I was in iren until llth grade in the old educational system and 
then I went to America to continue my studies. While studying at the 
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University of Washington I was representative of the Iranian students and 
also head of che foreign students’ association. I was 18 then; that was 
the peak of the Vietnam war. I was drawn into anti-war activities and be- 
gan extensive activities against the Vietnam war anc in defense of Iranian 
political prisoners in 1969. While participating in demonstrations against 
the Vietnam war, we also described the condition of political prisoners in 
Iran. Our objective was to make American public opinion aware that Iran 
was also another Vietnam in the Middle East. Our activities against the 
Iranian regime gained broader scope with time until they imposed restric 
tions on us, we were arrested in a vicious raid and the American Immigra- 
tion Department filed « court charge accusing us of conspiring against the 
governments of Iran and America and of taking measures against the social 
interests of America! 





Since the American Immigration Department's goal was to deport us from the 
country and submit to the demands of the former Iranian regime, we started 
an intense struggle against this measure. That took 17 months, in the 
course of which we gave lectures at more than 200 weli-known universities 
in that country and succeeded in attracting the protection of student 
unions, labor unions, blacks and even government officials of that country 
such es the mayor of Seattle. These struggles, which were started in order 
to prevent our deportation from America, turned into disclosures of the 
former selfish despotic regime of the Shah. At that time we formed two 
committees, which constituted a Committee to Defend the Rights of Foreig« 
Students and Committees for the Artistic and Intellectual Freedom of Iran, 
which defended political prisoners. The scope of our struggles became so 
broad that our deportation ceased to be any longer at issue; rather, the 
American government tried to obstruct our measures to make publicity 
against the Iranian regime, and therefore the American lamigration backed 
avay from us. 


/Question/ Mr Zahra'i, how were the expenses for these activities provided? 
/Answer/ By collecting aid. 

/Question/ Was thie aid enough’ 

/Zahra'i: To some extent! 

In continuing his statement, Zahra'i said, “At the university I was en- 
gaged in studying final year physics. Because of the extended struggles, 

I had no choice but to abandon the studies and pursue the struggles against 
the regime. 

“In that period the subject of Chile, Indonesia, South Korea and govern- 
mento of that sort was being raised before American public opinion, but, 


because of our intense activities in exposing the crimes of the former 
Shah's regime, the subject of Iran soon occupied central place among 
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the other countries end American public opinion was drawn toward Iran. In 
this sphere ve also published and distributed a pamphlet citled PEYAM E DA- 
NESHJU, which had the biggest circulation of foreign language publications 
in America. 


"During the Committee for the Artistic and Intellectual Freedom of Iran's 
activities in America for the release of Dr Reza Baraheni, Dr Ali Shari‘ati, 
Golesorkhi, Daneshien, Dr Gholamhoseyn Sa‘edi, Sa‘id Soltanpur, Rahmanine- 
zhad, Shokrolleh Paknezhadc and another large number of prisoners, we exerted 
unprecedented efforts. Ayatollah Taleqani was onr of the most famous polit- 
ical prisoners in Iran; we succeeded in making a great deal of publicity 
about him in America. Atefeh Gorgin end Vida Hajebi Tabrizi were among 
other well known Iranian political prisoners to whom American public opin- 
iou paid attention; one_of the most famous writers in America, a professor 
at San Francisco /State/ University, Miss Kay Boyle, write a poem in de- 
fense of Vida Hajebi Tabrizi which had a great effect.” 


/Question/ How did socialist ideology come to interest you and how did 
it happen that you edopted it? 


/Aoswer/ In 1969-70 I became interested in the theories of the Fourth In- 
ternational and came to believe that in spite of the events we are witness- 
ing in the Soviet Union and in spite of the tendency we are witnessing in 
the Tudeh Party, Marxism has still preserved its genuine nature. For this 
reason we joined che Fourth International. The Fourth International, whose 
headquarters are in Europe, now has close to 65 affiliated parties in vari- 
ous countries of the world. 


DZaes t ton / What was the role of the Moslem and religious organizations 
which were active in combatting the regime in America? 


‘Answer/ The Mos.ce and religious organizations in America started their 
activity 5 years ago. Most of their activity involved religious issues. 

Dr Ebrahim Hazdi, che current head of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was 
the leader of the center of the Moslem Organizations in America; he lived 
in Houston. There there was a mosque where students gathered and performed 
religious observances. Although political matters were raised at times 
they nonetheless did not take effective steps. For example, they simply 
raised the matter and talked about the release of Dr Ali Shari‘ati from 
prison, but they were not ready to take any steps! 


we carried out extensive activities in America and in this work of ours we 
were successful to the point where American public opinion became cognizant 
of the ceal identity of the former Shah and his criminal regime and to the 
point where when che Shah went on his last trip to Washington the New York 
TIMES newspaper wrote that a dictator hed arrived, whereas, prior to that, 
the Shah had enjoyed the protection of the American press not in the general 
sense but in the particular sense. American pudlications began to publish 
news about Iran and there was talk of the fact that there were 100,000 
political prisoners in iran. 
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After the scandalous Watergate incident took place, the people of America 
developed a contemptuous attitude toward government police methods in the 
world. Carter advanced the fraudulent issue of human rights in order to 
put the lid on people's feelings. America succeeded in bringing about the 
bloody coup d'etat in Chile and establish a terrifying dictatorship in that 
country. However, in spite of the defeat of Chile, the problem of repres- 
sive regimes and protests by American public opinion against these client 
regimes of America's continued as in the past. 


The mounting protests and then strikes and demonstrations against tyranny 
in Iran took place under conditions where world public opinion had become 
completely disgusted with dictators like the former Shah. 


We asked Babak Zahra'i about the revolutionary role of Emam Khomeyni. 


Babak Zahra‘'i said, "Emam Khomeyni is now at the head of the ruling clique 
and oversees the course of all events in the country. All the members of 
the ruling clique who have gathered around the emam constitute a capital- 
istic leadership. What the CIA and America say, that they have raised the 
flag of Islam and spiritualism, is not true. 


"The basic roots of the religious people's victory are historical: the 
absence of two forces which were removed from the arena as a result of the 
19 August /1953/ coup d'etat, that is, the Tudeh Party and the National 
Front, made the role of the religious people possible. 


“Emam Khomeyni's popularity, eapecially during the period of the atruggle 
to overthrow the Pahlavi Dynasty, is also understandable. 


"When the masses of the people became active against the Pahlavi regime, 
Emam Khomeyni played the role of a symbol, a manifestation of the refusal 
to go along and rejection of corruption against tyrannical authorities. 
The great mass of the people were not ready to make an accommodation with 
the past regime and people who shcwed themselves less willing to eccommo- 
date theaselves found a greater place in the heart of the people. 


"This process changed completely with the overthrow of the Pahlavi Dynasty. 
The capitalist system is still firmly entrenched and the masses of the 
people do not want to tolerate its vestiges, at least instinctively and — 
emotionally. The purpose of Emam Kohmeyni's leadership is /formation of/ 
a broad troup which took over the government after the uprising and was, 
is and will be compelled to strengthen all the remaining vestiges and 
foundations of the tyranny. As a result, all the firm solidarity against 
the Pahlavi Dynasty is disappearing in the period of Emam Khomeyni's lead- 
ership and the people are entering into a change in quest of a leadership, 
@ weapon and a program which will be capable of preserving their interests 
and avoiding the permanent onslaught of the needs of capitalism. In fact 
one can compare the present period to the period following the uprising 
which gave rise to the illusion of the powers of the leadership. 
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Of course there is talk about American conspiracies, the role of the CIA 
and various other types and sorts of analyses of the overthrow of the 
Pahlavi Dynasty and the advent of the ruling group of the Islamic Republic 
to power. In my opinion this kind of talk basically originates from classes 
which were damaged by the victorious uprising of the people. 


"What hae taken place in Iran is a genuine uprising of the great mass of 
the people. It is one of the most prominent revolutionary events of this 
type to have occurred in the entire history of the modern world. 


"In confronting Emam Khomeyni's leadership, we are not confronting a re- 
ligious question. The question with which we are faced is basically polit- 
ical. This political group has a class identity. Without Iranian capital- 
ism, this group would not he capable of performing its present-day role. 

As a result all roads end with the preservation and strengthening of capital- 
ism. Of course, in present conditions, the strengthening of that capitalism 
from which the great masses have suffered and to which they have dealt se- 
vere blows is not easily possible. 


Now the religious class is busy benefiting from the experiences of the im- 
perlalists and che past regime in strengthening the capitalist system. We 
see that they are engaged in rebuilding Savak and that they are rebuilding 
the army with the old American arms." 


/Question/ Do you imagine that America will or will not involve itself in 
severe wilitary measures in Iran? 


/Answer/ Now that more than 5 months since the Iranian revolution have 
e!apsed, people are seeing with their own eyes what they shed their blood 
for--another group is gaining the benefits and fruits cf the revolution. 


The government of the Islamic republic is busy benefiting from the tyrannic- 
al methods of the past in order to strengthen the system of which it is the 
proponent, because there is no other road toward a capitalistic society. 
More than a century hes passed since the time when capitalism could be the 
proponent and the protector of demecracy. You will never be able to show 
any place in the world where capitalism is the partisan of democracy and 
social justice. The good deys of capitalism have gone. Capitalism is not 
that eagle which came to flight some centuries ago in Western Europe. To- 
day this system more closely resembles a leech. 


The history of our country itself is the best proof of this contention. 

For more than 70 years our country has been under the cominance of a ruling 
triangle: imperialism, the dynasty and capitalism. These were the most 
important factors obstructing the progress of Iran. Today, as well, unless 
this ruling triangle disappears, there will be no possibility of expanding 
freedom, social justice and progress. What is clear right now is that the 
religious movement wants to fill that middle leg of the triangle itself. 
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The popular movement of Iran removed and rolled up the rug of the satel- 
lite dynasty. When such an event occurs, the ruling clique, whose center 
of gravity was the dynasty, is faced with hell. In eliminating the dynasty 
it abandoned its entire equilibrium. In such a hell the differences be- 
tween the leaders themselves become great. Capitalist leadership, no mat- 
ter what guise it may want to assume, is unable to solve our problems and 
is unable to resolve its own differences. 


Since it cannot resolve the people's problems, there will be no end to the 
struggle of the masses, and the differences within the ruling clique will 
increase as weil. 


Iranian capitalism does not have at its disposal the resources to respond 
to the questions which this revolution has raised. In reality, the prople 
are making revolution for the right to well-being and success and capitalism 
is only the right to torture. We can see this in regard to all basic ques- 
tions. The basic question of this revolution is freedom, it is political 
and economic independence from imperialism, it is the solution of the ques- 
tion of the great mass of the peasants, that is, the question of the land, 
it is the deliverance of the oppressed peoples from national oppression, 

it ie the acquisition of complete equal rights for women, it is the deliv- 
erance of workers from the conditions of enslavement to labor and the or- 
ganization of workers--to this list we must add all the demands for housing, 
education, health and welfare. 


However, the regime of the Islamic republic is not capable of taking a 
basic step in any of these areas. We can state with certitude that this 
regime is therefore a transitory transitional one. Eithe™ a dictatorial 
or even dynastic regime will take the place of this regime or the masses 
of the people will become able to lay the foundations for their own regime, 
that is, a new regime believing in its own organizations, a new workers’ 
and peasants’ republic. 


American imperialiem's means for resolving these conditions are to estab- 
lish a dictatorial or dynastic regime. 


America has not created such a counterrevolutionary federation, outside of 
Iran, in the Middle East area, under the title of peace between Egypt and 
Israel. America's forces have become engaged in counterrevolutionary ac- 
tivity in North Yemen. 


However, in current conditions, the partisans of the previous regime do 
not have 4 social base among the people and as a result lack any sort of 
capacity for practical initiative. 


Nor must one love sight of the point that the United States is engaged in 
preparing the mentality of its people to allow it to bring ite military 
machine out of the barracks. 
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After the United States’ disgraceful defeat in Vietnam, mass feeling against 
American military intervention abroad became stronger in America. All the 
propaganda of world imperialism against the Iranian revolution is derived 
from this need. The ruling clique in the United States, through this pois- 
onous propaganda, is telling its people: 


“Look, if the United States removes itself from the arena, the events in 
Iran will be consummated and the people of Iran will go back to the Middle 
Ages." 


In regard to Nicaragua, Carter's threats of military intervention on be- 
half of Somoza were the first declarations of a serious stance of this 
sort to occur since the years of Vietnan. 


The United States and its military machine are a serious threat to human 
existence. As a cesult there always is a direct or indirect plan for mili- 
tary intervention. : 


I stated that the great mass in Iran is more than ever aware of the fact 
that it has not derived any benefit from the fruits of its struggles. Bit 
by bic the idea is growing that it needs another revolution. The United 
States of America simply will not tolerate that other revolution which ult- 
imately must take place if the problems of Iranian society are to be solved. 


In any case, in this connection the current ruling clique has resorted to 
some very lowly measures. All the documents and evidence on the detriment- 
al :elations between Iran and America, which are needed by the people of 
Iran and America both, remain hidden as they were in the past. 


The statement by the minister of foreign affairs to the effect that such 
documents do not exist is at the least a great lie. In my opinion the fact 
thet he became minister of foreign affairs is the biggest proof that these 
documents exist. 


/Question/ What do you say about the Unificationist Society and its ideo- 
logue, Mr. Banisadr? 


‘Ansver/ In Paris, Banisadr held a meeting on the last Wednesday of every 
month in which he would talk about the problems of the day in Iran. I my- 
self once participated in these sessions of Banisadr's. The statements 
Banisadr made ended up nowhere, but we had two debates together, one on 
television and the other on the university lawn. I also invited him to a 
third debate regerding the constitution but he has not responded. 


Banisadr is a supporter of the current regime in power and is compelled 


whether he likes it or not to defend this regime. The statements he makes 
are basically not correct; rather, they are a kind of apologetics for the 
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Islamic republic regime. Banisadr's role is to make propaganda for the 
mores and customs of the new regime but reality is in glaring contradic- 
tion to Banisadr's words and the people are becoming aware of this reality 
more and more by the day and are rejecting the mores and customs of which 
Banisadr is the apologist! 





11887 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR NATION'S INDUSTRIALIZATION CONTEMPLATED 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 20 Aug 79 p 5 


/article by Dr Mohammad Ebrahim Makkari Bolhasan: “What Measures Must We 
Conteaplete for the Nation's Economic Independence? Economic Independence 
and Industrial Dependence" / 


/Text/ Now that the first stage of the great revolution of Iran has 
reached ite conclusion, in order for the revolution to be consummated and 
in order to acquire coordination and the total elimination of dependence 
on foreign imperialism in all fields, it is necessary that all the various 
classes join hands in bringing about the culmination of the final stage of 
tne revolution and that everyone exert the necessary activity more than 
ever before in his job and field of specialization, in conjunction with 
the guidance of the powerful leader of the Islamic revolution of Iran, so 
that the political and social independence which can be accepted by the 
resurgent people of Iran s2v be guaranteed as soon as possible. 


In view of the fact that political independence is not feasible without 
economic, technical and cultural independence, it is necessary, to pave 
the way for the attainment of real independence, that more accurate and 
effective programs be mobilized for the economic, technical and cultural 
independence of society. 


Most of ovr industries at the present time are concerned with assembly and 
most prim ~y materials, and oftentimes manufactured parts, of a machine or 
commodity are imported from abroad. This situation has been handed down 
to us from the past because mistaken economic and techn‘cal programs, and 
one must see why this situation has come about in order to solve it and 
see what measures can be taken to prevent this situation from continuing. 
It appears that this situation came about because of the former regime's 
protection of capitalists close to the system and the failure to implement 
the government's recommendations on avoiding the importation of goods 
which could be produced in Iran, as well as the lack of proper, careful 
control over the prices of goods. For example, if the entire part of «a 
machine which is produced in Iran is prepared to be supplied on the market 
at a final price of 1,000 tomans, and if we import that machine or its 
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equivalent from abroad (or the spare parts are imported from abroad and 

we assemble them in Iran) and it is prepared to be suppiied on the market 
for 800 tomans, the imported commodity will be well received by the people. 
Ic ie clear that one can consider this the consequence of the country's 
erroneous customs policy or a deliberate law to keep industry dependent on 
the foreign world, and thus it is sheer treason. 


Most times, because of the high demand for goods, an artificial black mar- 
ket is created by opportunists who are usually connected to the regime. 

In a way this also leaves a negative effect on the control of the true 
quality of the goods produced. Similarly, it usually happens that the 
sale of a commodity such as an automobile is prohibited in the first year 
of the transfer, but this recommendation merely leads to a rise in the 
price of the commodity, in view of the manner of the consignment and the 
letters of transfer which exist in the registry laws; the price of the 
automobile rises without having any effect on the commerce or industrializ- 
ation of the country, and so forth, or the government provides financial 
assistance for the renewed mobilization of industries without obliging the 
industries to make any commitment in return except to become dependent on 
the government. Therefore one must investigate these obstructions and 
points which result in the destabilization of the prices of equipment, the 
quality of equipment and their domestic production point by point and put 
&@ stop to each of these incongruities. 


l. Im the first phase, one must prevent the importation of any kind of 
equipment or commodity which can be produced in Iran, even if the quality 
of the domestic product is not as high as that of the foreign one, and the 
government musi provide financial assistance to set this kind of industry 
in motion, or, in case of need, manage its activities. 


2. Pricing of goods must be carefully investigated and total price super- 
vision must be performed by the government so that exploitation or black 
market activity will not come into being. In this area, if, for example, 
the black market price of a car is 50 percent above the official govern- 
ment price, the government price must immediately rise to that level but 
the additional income derived must flow into the nation's industrial ex- 
pansion fund, rather than going into the pockets of a group of opportun- 
ists and traitors, and met be used for expansion related to that industry. 


The prices of domestic commodities must be regulated in such a way that 
they will be several times cheaper than imported goods--with attention 
given to the quality of the goods. To achieve this it is necessary that 
appropriate customs duties for the importation of goods be set forth and 
implemented in a precise manner. 


In order to carry out each reform, one must invest capitsl and plan. One 
must determine the goals and overall program for each industry for several 
years _in_ advance, and each industry must be made responsible for carrying 
out /its/ specified program. For example, it should be specified that «a 





certain automobile parc, /most of line missing/, television or radio set, 
vacuum cleaner or whatnot must without fail be produced in Iran in 1 or 2 
years’ time, and the industries involved will be charged with conducting 
the necessary research, organizing personnel, and making the relevant cap- 
ital investment and planning, or be forced to defray exorbitant fines; 
these fines themselves should be fixed in such a way that they are in the 
industries’ economic interests and that people will truly exert themselves 
to advance the industry. Similarly, if the people can carry out the pro- 
gram on time or, on occasion, before the stipulated time, they should be 
entitled to financial rewards. To this end it is necessary that banks co- 
operate in the expansion of basic and unrelated industries. Some capital 
for this activity may also be provided by price regulation, in the light 
of supply and demand, if the price is above the official level. So that 
the existing assembly plants will not receive more protection or expand 
beyond their current capacity, the government must cut off financial aid 
to companies of this type and give them aid only on occasions where other 
unics are to be constructed--and then omly in fields where the industry 
involved will not become dependent on the outside world. Industries which 
must be consolidated and expanded at the present time so that they may make 
the country independent of foreign imperialists’ industrial tutelage and 
consumer goods consist of: 


l. Food industries. 2. Textile and clothing industries. 3. Industries 
related to building materials. 4. Steel industries. 5. Foundry in- 
Custries 6. Machinery manufacturing industries. 7. Electric equipment 
manufacturing industries. 8. Ferrous metal and ore refining and mineral 
extraction industries. 9. Water pump and agricultural machinery manufac- 
turing industries. 


in ny opinion we must not strengthen assembly industries in order to put 
groups of unemployed people to work. This would be a form of treason. 
Similarly, capitel investment must not be made to re-establish such in- 
dustries as solar, wind or atomic energy or manufacture automobiles in as- 
semiyled form. In order to put unemployed persons to work and strengthen 
agricultural industries it would be very effective if grading the country's 
rural roads, investigating the condition of underground aqueducts, drilling 
deep groundwater welle and putting public health programs inte operation 

in rural areas were made the object of the government's special attention. 


To manage the factories, use must be made of worthy, devoted people who 
have the support of the workers of the factory in question and are well- 
informed and qualified as regards management and technical work. In order 
to supervise proper job performance, one may select a five-man supervising 
committee consisting of factory workers representatives; this committee 
will be responsibie only for supervising improved job performance and will 
not interfere in management affairs. 


Worthy persons possessing integrity must be assigned to the job or proper 
price control and proper care should be taken that their work will not 
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resemble the previous activities of some people whose only role was to 
irritate businessmen and factories and who had no job except to receive 
constant bribes. 


In order to carry this all out successfully, the government must carry 
out followup procedures to identify worthy, skilful persons who believe 
in the revolution. To this end, every moment of laxity will cause the de- 
layed fruition of the higher goals of the Islamic revolution of Iran. 
Therefore the duty of every minister, manager and responsible head is to 
exert the maximum effort and endeavor in acquainting himself with the 
people under his supervision without being swayed by personal prejudice 
or exercising influence or connections. Evaluations must be made to ascer- 
tain the true human values of integrity, worthiness, competence, persist- 
ence and self-sacrifice of independent individuals for the sake of a truly 
unfettered industry, so that people will know that fair regulations will 
henceforth take the place of the regulations of the past and will make the 
necessary effort and sacrifice to carry it out, with a greater interest 
and reliance in the Islamic revolution of Iran. 





In order to put existing industries and industries which must be established 
into operation in order to establish the independence of the nation's in- 
dustries, it is essential that close cooperation be made between the Min- 
istry of Industry and Mines, the Ministry of Labor, The Ministry of Science 
and Higher Education, the universities and the nation's technical organiza- 
tions; that monopolization and individual dependence be avoided; and that 
help be obtained from the universities in helping to solve the problems of 
industries. In view of the high qualifications which the people of this 
land possess, it will be possible, through proper planning, truly to in- 
dustrialize a country which basically will not be dependent on the outer 
world in a short time. It is to be hoped that the guidance of the supreme 
leader of the Islamic revolution of Iran, the cooperation of all classes 
of the people, and the unremitting effort of all the people will obtain 
the necessary success to this end. 
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ABOLITION OF INTEREST WILL COMPLICATE BANKING 
Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in German 11 Sep 79 p 10 


[article by HB: “Banks in Iran; Nationalization Is Precondition for Trans- 
ition to Interest-Free Economy” 


frext/ Duesseldorf, 10 Sep 79--"Early this summer the 
government of the Islamic republic of Iran nationalized 
the banks. Did that constitute a decisive step on the 
way to an interest-free Islamic economy?” This question 
is put in the most recent edition of the journal SPAR- 
KASSE. Dr Volker Nienhaus, scientific assistant at the 
College for Economic and Financial Policy of Ruhr Univer- 
sity in Bochum, tries to furnish an answer to it. In the 
following we publish excerpts from this article. 


In an interest-free economy borrower and bank nolonger agree on a fixed rate 
of interest independent of profits, but the bank shares in the profit of the 
financed project. The founding of a first “bank without interest” was 
announced in May by Teheran. 





State Revenue Dependent on Profit 


In our country the state has created an extremely complicated system of reg- 
ulations for reporting equity earnings, and entire occupational trades now 
busy themselves with questions of valuation, delimiting and accounting. The 
interest of the state in the reporting of profit from enterprise is certainly 
primarily expressed in the fact that important forms of taxes use profit as 
the basis for taxation and the income of the state thus depends on the prof- 
it. By analogy, the banks in an interest-free economy have a vital interest 
in the establishment of profit, since -- aside from fees -- they must cover 
their costs and earn their own profit from the shares in the profit to which 
they are entitled through granting the loans. 


It is easy to imagine that in an interest-free economy the banks want to or 
have to have considerably more supervision and control over the bookkeeping 
and profit reporting of their customers than in a system in which a fixed 
interest rate is agreed on and only the credit rating of the customer is 
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examined. It is equally easy to imagine that borrowers will not be partic- 
ularly inclined to grant a bank such powers of supervision and control and 
that they will prefer to take a loan at a bank of the “conventional” kind. 
Since in addition interest-free transactions ought to cause greater expenses 
with possibly greater risk for the individual bank, voluntary elimination of 
the interest and corresponding initiatives by individual already existing 
banks can scarcely be anticipated. Nationalization of the banking system is 
therefore an almost unavoidable precondition for transition to an interest- 


free economy. 


Even if nationalization is a necessary prerequisite, that alone is by no 
means sufficient, however. The socialist nations provide plenty of evidence 
material that national banks as well can work with interest rates. If the 
government actually wanted to “abolish” interest it should have had to take 
additional supporting measures which affect both the individual economic 
problems in connection with profit reporting and control as well as the 
overall economic problems of the monetary structure, which result from the 
factual elimination of the capital market. 


But nothing was reported about that, on the contrarys "Nationalization of 
the banks does not mean that they are headed by politicians or bureaucrats. 
Rather, the bank leaders, who measure up to international standards, have 
only been switched around between banks. This has the advantage that they 
are freed from previous obligations; because their hands are no longer bound 
by these personal ties they can perhaps carry out at their new banks what 
was previously impossible for then.” 


The bank leaderships arrested on the charge of “un-Islamic” interest charg- 
ing are apparently not to be replaced by Islamic-oriented personnel in the 
management reorganization which continues with the takeover of the ownership 
rights, but it was much more a matter of an efficiency increase, interpret- 
able in our usual sense, in the banking system by means of, among other 
things, a drive against the “cousin economy.” This does not prove that the 
bank nationalization can be interpreted as an Islamization measure. 3.‘..er, 
it proves that nationalization was actually a form of “emergency measure” or 
reaction to a twofold grave misconduct by the banks, for which the govern- 
ment holds the old Iranian owners responsible. The banks are accused of: 


Support of the Exodus of Capital 


1) Support of the exodus of capital: “Some of the country's credit insti- 
tutions made it possible in the last few months for Iranian citizens to take 
large amounts of money out of the country which the revolutionary council 
had constantly denounced.” 


2) Embezzlement of public funds: Some banks have almost sabotaged “reha- 
bilitation measures for the economy. The government made funds available <o 
the banks at a low interest rate in order to stimulate the economy. In~ 
stead of passing on the money on favorable terms, the banks bought high- 
Yielding savings bonds and put the money in their own pockets.” 
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If the accusations against <he old owners or the Danks «hich ected at their 
bidding or at least with their consent are taken seriou'ly, nationalization 
of the banks in Ira was also not a step on the way toward socialism or the 
undermining of private ownership. On the contrary, it even speaks in favor 
of respect of the right to possess and control which results from property, 
for the government undertook the shakeup in enterprise leadership only after 
a change in the property relationships. It is in the same vein that foreign 
capital owners are being compensated and thus far the capital protection 
agreements from the time of the shah, originally intended for investments in 
industry but then extended to banks as well, are being honored. 


No Marxist Socialization 


That nationalization of the banks should not be interpreted as socialization 
motivated by Marxism can also be inferred from the unequivocal rejection of 
the religious leaders of Marxist and Communist ideas, which on the part of 
the lvaders could immediately be justified in this concrete case with the 
positive attitude of the Koran toward private ownership. With that, howe- 
ever, the religion is granted the power to shape politics, with the result 
that. the so-called prohibition on interest can then no longer be dismissed 
without comment. If the religion has affected politics in the question of 
ownership, why not in the matter of interest rates as well? 


ahen in our country there is talk in popularly written publicctions of the 
“interest prohibition” it is backed by an extreme interpretation, today 
controversial among Muslims as well, of the Arabic concept of “Riba” used in 
the Koran. At the time of Mohammed it was customary in Mecca that a debt 
was Goudled if the debtor could not pay up at the end of the loan period. 

We use the wore “usury” for such interest rates of 100 percent and more, and 
the Riba prohibition in the Koran was originally aimed against such usury. 
The reason for the usury were “credits for meeting the most simple personal 
nee’s, usually a form of credit at the grocery. The Riba condemned by the 
Aor. ccnsequentiy coos not refer to interest in commercial transactions, in 
which such extremely high interest rates would not be allowed anyhow; if in 
those days people charged 100 to 200 percent, in modern business life it is 
it most 7.5 to & percent.” 


After the death of Mohammed the prohibition of Rida became expanded and 
generalized in theory through interpretation: The ban on usury in the Koran 
was expanded to an Islamic ban on interest. However, it hardly ever achieved 
any practical importance. Just as it was created by theologians, theolo- 
gions, under the pressure of economic necessities or in adjustment to eco- 
nomic realities, created “in the course of centuries an elaborate system for 
circumventing the ban on interest. A science has almost been created from 
this, which is part of the handiwork of those conservative learned men in 
the law.” In order to circumvent it one used “legal tricks,” for example 
fictitious purchases or debt acknowledgements for a greater sum than received 
as a loan. 








Ban on Interest Not Enforceabie Up to Now 


Up to now no country in the Muslim vorld has consistently carried out the 
Islamic prohibition of interest, neither conservative Saudi Arabia, which 
according to the official version has no constituion other than the Koran, 
nor the Islamic republic of Pakistan, in whose constitution the earliest 
possible elimination of Riba is indicated as a goal. And from Iran nothing 
is heard from the camp of religious leaders around Khomeini which pernits 
the conclasion that there is any significant priority for the ban on inter- 
est in the new Islamic republic; the ban on interest is scarcely an issue. 
It also need not be one, since either one would fall back on a less harsh or 
more original interpretation of the Koran or one could “Islamize” the usual 
practice up to now according to small and established legal tricks without 
essential changes of content. 


When “Islamic economic system,” “ban on interest” and “Iran” are represented 
in our country as belonging together, they contain the nucleus for a not 
inconceivable erroneous evaluation of the economic measures in Iran. What 
was hinted at with the example of bank nationalization may be similarly ful- 
filled later for other areas, such as nationalization of the insurance conm- 
panies and various industrial enterprises. What at a glance looks to us 
like programmatically appearing Islamization or socialization measures, at a 
second glance turn out to be pragmatic and situation-related. Anyone who 
has to do with the question of future cooperation between companies in the 
FRC and Iranian partners will knows that there is a very essential difference 
between the two evaluations. 


11949 
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NEW ISLAMIC VANGUARD--The Islamic Vanguard Movement, in issuing a declara- 
tion, has declared its readiness to join and help in the formation of the 
Single Islamic Nation Party while supporting the emam's revolutionary plan 
to form a party of the downtrodden to coubat the idolators and forces for 
waywardness in the world. The text of the Islamic Vavguard Movement declar- 
ation, which was placed at BAMDAD's disposal yesterday, is as follows: 

“Im the name of God: Everytime a message is issued by the emam, a bond is 
added to the framework of Islam and « new hope appears in the hearts of 
the downtrodden. By beginning his revolutionary struggle, the emam has 
awakened « sleeping Islam and is giving the Islamic nations the good news 
of triumph over oppressors; aud, following that, the second stage of the 
struggle, the beginning of the worldwide battle against the front of van- 
ity, has starced with the issuance of the Jerusalem Day decree. Thus the 
emam, in order to attain this sacred ideal, is laying the foundation for 
the party of the downtrodden in the country so that it may be a nucleus 
for the organization and unification of all the Islamic forces and for the 
struggle and bat le against the idolators and forces for waywardness in 
the world. Our movement believes that those who think about unity, the ex- 
pulsion of imperialiem, Islamic glory, freedom and the creation of a single 
nation and « world government of justice under the twelfth emam, must fol- 
low this mission and accept this party under political, religious, ideo- 
logical and other guises. We have warmly received Emam Khomeyni's appeal 
and declarz our readiness for and protection of the adherence to the out 
come of this revolutionary conception--creation of the Single Party_of God. 
/signed/ The Islemic Vanguard Movement, 23 August 1979." /Text/ /Tehran 
BAMDAD in Persian 28 Aug 79 p 12/ 11887 


CSO: 4906 
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HIGHWAY AND ROAD CONSTRUCTION STATISTICS ANNOUNCED 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 7 Sep 79 p 5 


[Text] Recently, ‘Abd-al-Qadir Muhammad Amin, director general of the 
General Establishment for the Construction of Highways, said that that 
establishment is constructing *7 main highways, covering a total distance 
of 3,439 kilometers, at a cosi of 179 million dinars, in the governorates 
of Diyala, Karbala’, al-Najaf, Habil, al-Anbar, Wasit, and Baghdad. These 
highways constitute 70 percent of the total of the road construction 
projects which the establishment is carrying out. 


During the next 3 months, 14 of these highways, with a total length of 994 
kilometers, wil] be completed. Among the most important of them are the 
second lane of the Baghdad--Kuwait road, which is 164 kilometers long, the 
Dabbuni--Jissan--Badrah highway, which is 92 kilometers long, the improve- 
ment of the Ramadi--Rutbah--Jordanian frontier highway, which is 415 kilo- 
meters long, and four highways to serve large projects, including two to 
serve the Hamrin and Hadithah dams, with a total length of 84 kilometers. 


During the current year, 14 roads, with a total length of 472 kilometers, 
have been completed. The most important of these are the second lane of 
the Haswah--Musayyib--Karbala’ road, which is 50 kilometers long, the 
Khaniqin--Quraitu--Midan road, which is 110 kilometers long, and six 
agricultural roads, having a total length of 92 kilometers, in the gover- 
norates of Diyala, Babil, Karbala’, and Baghdad. 


The total length of the roads which are now under construction and will be 
completed during the next few years is 1,673 kilometers. The most important 
of these are the strategic Hadithah-al-Qa'im road, 160 kilometers long, 

to connect Iraq with Syria and serve the phosphate project in "Akkashat, 

and the frontier road which connects the eastern frontier with the roads 

of the eastern and northern areas. The latter road will be 430 kilometers 
long, and 110 kilometers of it have been completed. 


There are 28 other agricultural roads under construction in the central 
area, with a total length of 487 kilometers and costing 61,000 dinars. 
These are economically, socially, and culturally important in bringing 
various services to the villages and the rural areas and in facilitating 
their communication with the cities. 


The establishment has 20 asphalt plants with a production capacity of 700 
tons per hour, enough to cover 90 percent of the requirements of the 


construction of roads and 60 percent of the maintenance work. 
CSO: 4802 


36 








ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


AIR TERMINAL USE--What will happen to the ‘Ezyon airfield after Israel 
returns it to Egypt? This will be the first time Egypt controls it. 

Israel is in the final stages of constructing a new passenger terminal at 
that airfield, a project involving some 5.5 million Israeli pounds. Trans- 
port Minister Hayim Landau believes the ‘Ezyon airfield will continue 

to remain at the disposal of Israeli civil aviation even after it is handed 
over to Egypt. He said this today while on a visit to the new terminal. 
[Excerpt] [Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 1510 GMT 10 Oct 79 TA] 


LA'AM FACTION CHANGES NAME--Knesset members Yiga'el Horowitz, Zalman 
Shoval and Yitzhaq Peretz have announced that they intend to be called 

as of now by the name Rafi--the state list. To date, the three comprised 
one of the two factions of the La‘am Party of the Likud. The secretariat 
of the faction recommended that the faction revert to the name Rafi. It 
says the faction will continue struggling for the goals that characterized 
Rafi since its inception. [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 
0900 GMT 5 Oct 79 TA] 


cso: 4805 














PROMOTIONS OF OFFICERS OF MILITARY AND SECURITY FORCES 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 2, 3 Sep 79 


{[Article: "Three Military Organizations Notified of Laws: 817 Officers 

in Army Included in Fromotions; Following Step Involves Broad Organizational 
Action; Skaff Says, ‘Achieving Accord Is No Longer Impossible; Promotions 

of Security Forces Included 183 Officers and Commissioners; Brig Gen al-Haj 
Candidate for Title of Maj Gen") 


(3 Sep 79 pp 1, 16) 


[Text] The Army Command, the Public Department for Internal Security Forces 
and the Public Police Department were notified yesterday ufternoon of the 
texts of the laws that included the promotion of 1,100 officers in the 

three military organizations. The laws were signed by the president of 

the republic at 11:30, Friday night, that is, one-half hour before the 
expiration of the legal period. 


It is expected that those concerned will be notified of the new promotions 
early next week. 


These promotions have been surrounded by complete secrecy in the three 
Organizations. Military sources have not revealed the names of the officers 
included in the promotions “because civil law and military law would 
prohibit this." 


A Sense of Satisfaction 


The fact that a positive result on this subject of the promotions was 
reached with the unanimous approval of the Military Council did create a 
climate of satisfaction among civilian and mil‘tary officials. Government 
sources stated that settling this question had been the most difficult 
function the army command had faced and that this was due to the obstacles 
and the impediments it had confronted. These sources considered the promo- 
tions in the army to be more critical because the promotions in the Internal 
Security Forces and in the police forces had not assumed the critical aspect 
that characterized the promotions [which took place] in the army. These 
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sources observed that the removal of the “military affliction" would 
encourage boliness in subsequent steps that would be taken on the road to 
achieving accord because the disputes that did emerge with regard to the 
promotions had come close to undermining the efforts that were being made 
to bring the points of view closer together. 


This is what was affirmed by Minister of Defense Joseph Skaff who made a 
statement to that effect prior to his departure to Saudi Arabia on a 
private visit. "The officers’ promotions are considered a tremendous 
accomplishment with regard to the earnestness in proceeding forward towards 
applying the National Defense Law and also with regard to applying the 
principle of reward and punishment. The officers had some claims on the 
state, and everyone who was entitled [to a promotion] received it. We must 
also not forget that the state has a permanent claim on the officers, and 
that is: they are to defend the unity, the sovereignty and the safety of 
the homeland. 


"The decision to issue the promotions was a very sensitive and important 
decision at this stage in particular. I do not exaggerate if I say that it 
inspires us with hope, and it moves us to affirm our conviction that 
achieving the national covenant is possible. He who considers that impos- 
sible is making a mistake.” 


AL-NAHAR has learned from military sources that the promotions in the army 
included 817 officers, distributed as follows: 


Twenty-four officers were promoted from the rank of colonel to the rank of 
brigadier general. 


One officer with the rank of provisional brigadier general was promoted to 
the full rank of brigadier general. 


Eleven officers were promoted from provisional colonels to full colonels. 
Forty-one officers were promoted from lieutenant colonels to colonels. 


Eleven officers were promoted from the rank of provisional lieutenant 
cclonel to that of full colonel. 


Ninety officers were promoted from the rank of major to that of lieutenant 
colonel. 


Twenty-two officers were promoted from the rank of provisional majors to 
that of full majors. 


Sixty-eight officers were promoted from the rank of captain to that of 
major. 


Forty-six officers were promoted from the rank of provisional captain 
to that of full captain. 
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One hundred and seventy-four officers were promoted from the rank of first 
lieutenant to that of captain. 


Three hundred and twenty-nine officers were promoted from the rank of 
second lieutenant to that of first lieutenant. 


It is known that promotions for officers whose rank is lower than that of 
captain do not require the approval of the army commander. The other 
ranks, however, require the approval of the Military Council. 


The Brigadier Generals 


[The following] officers are among those who were promoted from the rank 

of colonel to that of brigadier general: Jirjis Qamir, director of the 
Health Division in the army; Muhammad Yahya Nashabah; Louis Karidi; Muhammad 
Sami Tabarah, commander of the Beirut Police; Ahmad al-Haj, the director 
general of the Internal Security Forces; Raymon Bajani; Munir al-Sarduk; 
Mukhtar Mazbudi, commander of the Beirut region; Antoine Lahad; Zayn Makki, 
member of the Military Council; Fu'ad al-Hasami; Nazih Rashid; Jirji Gharib; 
Jirjis Qazi, director of the office of the minister of defense; Sami 
al-Nakadi, commander of the Airport Security Agency; Muhammad Nabil Quraytan, 
the secretary general of the Supreme Defense Council; Mishal Nasif, commander 
of the military division in the presidential palace; Ahmad al-Khatib, a 
physician; Sami al-Khatib, commander of the "deterrent" force; Haykal 
Ma'karun, member of the Military Council; Amin Nasir al-Din, member of the 
Military Council. 





The Colonels 


[The following] are among the officers who were promoted from the rank of 
lieutenant colonel to that of colonel: Faris Madi; Adib Sa'd; Fu'ad 
Sulayman; ‘Abbas Hamadan; Hani ‘Abbas; Yusuf Wahbah, member of the Military 
Council; ‘Ali ‘Ala’ al-Din; Zahir al-Tanir; Qaysar Farah; Nadim al-Hakin, 
commander of the North Lebanon Military Region; Roger Kana‘an; Sami Tanyus, 
assistant commander of the Beirut region; Butrus Safir; Riyad Sham'un, 
commander of the Military School; Edgar Ma'luf; Fahim al-Haj, commander of 
the Air Force; Sa'id al-Qa'qur; ‘Abd-al-Ra'uf Kanaj; Halim Kayruz; ‘Abd- 
al-Rahman Bahsali; Munir Mar'i; ‘Abd-al-Halim Kanaj; Raynah Samrani; 
Antoine Karam; Na'im Samahah; George Haruq. 


The Lieutenant Colonels 


[The following] are among the officers who were promoted from the rank of 
major to that of lieutenant colonel: Badi' Tarabiyah; Fu'ad Hasan; Matanyus 
Iskandar; Ibrahim Bahsun; Ibrahim Shahin; Ilyas Khalil; Simon Qassis; Kazim 
‘Awadah; Fahim Qartabawi; Nahra al-Shaluhi, commander of the Presidential 
Guard; ‘Ali Hamadan; Mahmud Matar, director of information; Robert Mahfuz; 
"Adil Dhubiyan; Khalil Kana'an, chairman of the fifth branch of the 
"deterrent" [forces]; Ghabriyal Qarsuni; Hasan Balut; Nizar ‘Abd-al-Qadir; 
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Joseph Abu Nasif; Farid Abu ‘Azir; Ili Rahal; Adib Abu Ghanim; Qasim 
Sabalini; Halim Lahud; Emile Habiqah; Mishal al-Tawil; Jan Qastun; Jhonny 
"Abduh, director of army intelligence; Nabih Farahat, assistant director 
of intelligence. 


The Majors 


[The following] are among the officers who were promoted from the rank of 
captain to that of major: Nasib ‘Id; Ibrahim ‘Abbas; Muhammad Halal; ‘Amir 
Shihab; Yusif al-Qash; Ahmad al-Qa'aur; George Faghali; Fawzi Abu ‘Izz 
al-Din; Paul Faris, Hisham Jabir; Sami Rayhan; Khazin al-Khazin; Samir 
al-Khadim; Fadi Abu Shaqra; Jirji Wahbah; Husayn al-Khatib; Sahil Khuri, 
commander of the combat force; “Adnan Sha'ban, director of the National 
Security Agency; Mishal Haruq. 


The Captains 


[The following] are among the officers who were promoted from the rank of 
first lieutenant to that of captain: Tariq Abu Khuzam; Emile Abu Hamad; 
Parid Qarah Baybar; Antoine Saliba; Yusif al-Tahhan; Nasir Nasr Allah; 
Milad Abu Sa'b; Maurice Mahfuz; Nasif Qansuwah; ‘Ali Hasan; Husayn Ghasan; 
Husayn «l-Mawli; Munir ‘Awn; ‘Abd-al-Halim Miqati; Fu'ad al-Ashqar; Talal 
al-Ladhiqi; Ahmad ‘Alawiyah; Philip Rahal; ‘Atallah ‘Atallah; ‘Isam Dhabyan; 
Jihad Shahin; Riyad al-A'war, Yusif ‘Atris; Kamil ‘Ata; Riyad Mazhar; Jirji 
Daghir; Raymon Ma'luf; Jamil al-Sayyid; Muhammad Farshukh; Hassan Falayfal; 
Sami al-Ahmadiyah; ‘Isam Haddad. 


Tne First Lieutenants 


[The following] are among the officers who were promoted from the rank of 
lieutenant to that of first lieutenant: Bassam Yahya; Dahir al-Halabi; 
Jaris al-Khuri; Nabil Qazi; ‘Ali Husayn; Rami Ma'luf; ‘Isam Habiqah; Shawqi 
al-Masri; Makhayil Ni‘mah; ‘Ali Nassar; Ghassan al-Mahtar; Nazim al-Khuri; 
Sharbil Mazra'ani; Jan al-Qasuf; Marawan Hajjar; Yusif Khadij; Talal Makari; 
Jamal al-Haj; [lyas Zaghrib; Shafiq Mahran; Ghassan al-‘Ayyas; ‘Abbas Nasr 
Allah; Ilyas Hanna; Tbrahim Mansur; Marun Kharish; Marun Diyab; Mahmud 
al-Jamal; Mishal al-Mir; Qazahaya Sham‘un (he has been missing since the 
incident that befell him when he accompanied the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Mr Fu'ad Butrus); ‘Abd-al-Muttalib Danawi; Ghassan Nu'man; Sarkis Na‘un; 
Narun Abu Diwan; Shawqi Dhubiyan; Fathi Kamal; George Zakhan. 


The Sentorities 


[The following] officers were granted seniority that would qualify them for 
promotion: Col Kaykal Ma'karun (year seniority); Col Sami al-Khatib (1 
year seniority); Col Sami al-Khatib (1 year seniority); Maj Johnny ‘Abduh 
(1.5 years seniority); Lt Col Nahra al-Shaluhi (6 months); Maj Samir al- 
Khadim (1 year); Cpt Jirji Wahbi (10 months); Cpt Husayn al-Khatib (10 
months); Cpt Suhayl Khuri (1 year); Cpt Mishal Haruq (1 year); Cpt ‘Adnan 
Sha’ban (1 year); Cpt Jihad Shahin (6 months). 
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[The following] were among the compelling reasons for granting those officers 
seniority. “They performed brilliant acts; they carried out dangerous 
missions; and they made exhausting efforts to rebuild and unify the arny.” 


No negative reactions to the promotions were issued yesterday. The trend 
was to bless this step and to consider it a precursor to the national 
covenant. Government and parliamentary agencies are trying to benefit from 
the publication of these unanimously approved promotions by taking action 
whose purpose is to strengthen the role of the military establishment and 
to charge the army with new security functions. This follows the elimination 
of the reasons that had moved certain agencies to object to charging the 
army with such functions. These [government and parliamentary] agencies 
have affirmed that following the institution of the Defense Law and the 
publication of the promotions, the rejectionists would no longer be abie to 
oppose the proliferation of the army under the pretext that [such opposi- 
tion] was necessary to ensure balance. This and other such slogans have 
lost their reason for existence. What is called for at the present stage 
is strengthening the actions of the army to achieve [our] own security. 


In this context military sources stated that a }road organizational action 
would take place in the next few days to place the proper person in the 
proper position. Unanimity within the Military Council on the promotions 
will be followed by unanimity on the organizations because the military 
agencies have approved the general course of action. 


[3 Sep 79 pp 1, 10) 


[Text] The Director General of the Internal Security Forces Staff Brig 
Gen Ahmad al-Haj forwarded the texts of the four officers’ promotions laws 
signed by the president to all the units of the Internal Security Forces 
for notification and implementation. The laws have the following numbers: 
2237; 2238; 2239; and 2240. 


The promotions included 183 officers, distributed as follows: 11 brigadier 
generals; 7 colonels; 10 lieutenant colonels; 34 majors; 66 captains, 53 
first lieutenants; and distinguished commissioner generals. 


The promotions, which become effective today after the notification of 

those concerned, were granted to the officers on different dates from 
1/1/1976 to 1/7/1979 in accordance with the promotions they had merited 
during the past years. Settlement of these promotions had been delayed 
because of the incidents. Some of the officers were granted full promotions 
and some were granted provisional promotions. It is known that those who 
received provisicna] promotions need 1 year to obtain full status in their 
ranks. 


The distribution and the ranks of the officers follow: 
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The Brigadier Generals 
Provisional Brig Gen Hisham Quraytam has become a full brigadier general. 


{The following] colonels were promoted to the rank of brigadier general. 

Salim Darwish, commander of a company of gendarmes in the southern part of 
Mount Lebanon; Nakhlah Mughabghab, commander of the gendarmes; ‘Ali al-Husayni, 
commander of the Security Forces Institute; Joseph Maja‘is, chief of staff; 
"Abd-al-Hamid Shawqi Sha'rani, adviser to the minister of the interior; 

"Uthman ‘Uthman; Mishal Abu Khalil, inspector general; Yusif Salum; Sulayman 
‘Ayyash; Faysal Farahat. 


The Colonesl 


[The following] provisional colonels have become full colonels: ‘Afif al- 
Qassis; George Abu Shaqra; Ili ‘Akkawi; ‘Umar Makhzumi. 


(The following] lieutenant colonels were promoted to the rank of colonel: 
"Abd-al-Hamid Daghman, Samir Mitri; Wahib ‘Abd-al-Samad. 


The Lieutenant Colonels 


[The following) majors were promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel: 
Yusif Shihadah; Nadim Latif; George Najim; Badri Ghazal; Antoine Nasr; 
Salim Ghusn; Antoine Sa'adah; Butrus Nakhla; ‘Abd-al-Karim Maqdad; Munir 
Ma‘ luli. 


The Majors 


[Yhe following] captains were promoted to the rank of major: As‘ad Dahir; 
Mahmud Fawwaz; Muhammad Samir Sha'rani; Rafiq Faghali; Mahdi al-Haj Hasan; 
"Abd-al-Karim Ghandur; ‘Ali ‘Ashur; Sharif al-Haj; ‘Isam Abu Zaki; Joseph 
"Aqiqi; Ahmad Sami Mangqarah; Makhayil Sam'an; Ziyad Dhubyan; Edwar Tu'mah; 
Fu'ad Agha; Ibrahim Mahanna; Sami Sayqali; Ilyas Hadashiti; Kalim Wakim; 
‘Abd-al-Karim Ibrahim; Theodore al-Makari; Salim Salim; George Khuri; 
Matanyus ‘Isa; Bahazad al-Malli; Anis Rashid; Salih al-Rifa‘'i; Fathi 
al-Hasan; Muhammad al-Ayyubi; Faruq al-Haj; Muhammad Dahir; ‘Adnan ‘Alamiyah; 
Fawzi Sam'an; Iskandar Shalaf-n. 


The Captains 


[The following] provisional captains became full captains: Tal'at 
al-Ayyubi; Hasan Dakrub; Samir Karam; ‘Isam ‘Abd-al-Satir; Isma'il al-Hasan; 
Salim Mahmud; Muhammad Murad; As'ad al-Hilu; Ra'if Zaydan; Iskandar ‘Ajaqah. 


[The following] first lieutenants were promoted to the rank of captain: 
Samir Abu Judah; Ramiz Mahfuz; ‘Adnan al-Ghatami; George Hajjar; Ghazi 
Faraj; Hasan al-Hallaq; Ghassan Najim; Shafiq Abu Karum; ‘Ali al-Makhal; 
"Ali Mallah; Majid al-Ayyubi; Mahmud al-Haj; Antoine ‘Abbud; Ramzi Kallab; 
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Shawqi Harb; Fadi Abu Zayn; Fadi Qargqamaz; Dhawaqan al-Ba'ini; Antoine 

Fa'ur; Salim Abu Shagra; Victor Abu Salwan; Bisharah Salij; Antoine Latif; 
Nabil al-Zayn; Wafiq Sultan; Rafiq Abi Shaqra; Jan Nasr Allah; Fayiz Matti; 
Na‘um al-Khuri; Muhammad al-Halabawi; ‘Ali Bahsun; Ahmad Abu Zaki; Marawan 
Zayn; Tallal al-Haj; Marawan Sharbil; Nadim Hamadan; As‘ad ‘Atallah; Ilyas 
Dawud; Fayiz Rahal; Nazih Abu Nadir; Mahmud al-Rida; Joseph Shadyaq; 
Bardalyan Tarabiyah; Joseph Dahir; Salim Safa; Malik al-Hasan; Ja'far Yazbak; 
Fayiz Sayf; Munir al- ; Rafiq al-Haddad; Ziyad “urabi; Nadim Risha; 
Nabil Ba’ lbaki; Rashid Tu'mah; Walid Malak; Fadi Madi. 


The First Lieutenants 


[The following] lieutenants were promoted to the rank of first lieutenants: 
Sulayman Saliba; Naji al-Hadi; Sa‘id ‘Id; Muhammad al-Husayni; George 
al-Bustani; Hafiz al-Hawwat; Jirji al-Naddaf; ‘Ali Makki; Amin Saliba; 
Walid Qulaylat; Samir Rahmah; Mishal Karam; Faysal Murad; Ilyas Ka'ykati; 
Muhammad Sha'ytu; Emile Fayyad; Ilyas Abu Habib, Muhammad Hamiyyah; Fadal 
Dahir; Anwar Yahya; Khadr Qabisi; Samir Iliya; Ibrahim Faranjiyah; Sarkis 
Tadrus; Khalil Abi Rashid; Ibrahim ‘Abd-al-Nur; Ibrahim Jabur; ‘Aii al- 
Husayni; Ahmad al-Dah; Fu'ad Abi Khuzam; Sami Dahir; Joseph Dib; Simon 
Haddad; ‘Abdallah al-Jaridi; ‘Ali al-Sha'ir; Ili Abu Khalil; Nabil Mari'i; 
Antoine Shakur; Naji Damaj; .*an ‘Aql; Wahbi ‘Ataya' Hasan Farahat; Muhammad 
al-Kurdi; Hisham al-A'war; Sahil Daghir; Ilyas Mughabghib; Naji Mala‘ib; 
Joseph Badran; ‘Adnan Dawud; I1i Ghanimah; Mishal Shakur; ‘Umar Makkawi; 
Raghib Diyab. 


Two Distinguished Commissioner Generals 


The two provisional commissioner generals Raful Badawi and Najib ‘Asrawi 
were promoted to full distinguished commissioner generals. 


Big Gen al-Haj 


On the other hand sources of the Internal Security Forces indicated that 
contrary to what was mentioned regarding the fact that Staff Brig Gen 
Ahmad al-Haj, the director general of the Internal Security Forces had 
been confirmed as full brigadier general in the recent promotions, Brig 
Gen al-Haj has been a full brigadier general since the first of August 
1978 and with a year and a half of seniority. The change that took 
place in his situation in the new promotions was retroactive and required 
that his final promotion be computed as of 1/1/1976. Thus, according 

to the organizational model, Brig Gen al-Haj would be the second officer 
in the army after the commander of the army. He is a candidate for the 
rank of major general. 


Brig Gen al-Haj had left Beirut yesterday on his way to Nairobi to attend 
the general assembly of the International Organization for Criminal Police 
(INTERPOL) . . 
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MILITARY PROMOTION POLICY CRITICIZED, SUPPORTED 


Criticism by Lebanese Front 
Beirut L'ORIENT-LE JOUR in French 6 Sep 79 p 10 


[Text] Yesterday the Lebanese Front held a new “summit” meeting to continue 
the examination of the problem of recent promotions within the army. The 
meeting brought together President Camille Sham'un, Pierre Jumayyil and 
Commander in Chief of the Lebanese Forces Bashir Jumayyil. Determination 
was to be made to intensify the contacts with government officials to con- 
vince them to restore the rights of certain officers whom they consider 
worthy and whose names were not on the promotion list. 


The question of military promotions was also brought up yesterday by the 
Council of Ministers. The matter, in fact, comes not under the jurisdiction 
of the government but under that of the Army Command and the Military Coun- 
cil. But it was brought up by certain ministers in regard to the political 
unrest it has caused. A decision was made to direct the Army Command to 
make contact with the discontent parties, study their grievances and deter- 
mine to whet extent they are founded and satisfy them if need be. 


For its part, the Lebanese Front directed North Matn Deputy Amin Jumayyil 
to express its point of view to government officials. For that purpose, 
Jumayyil may be received today in an audience with President Elias Sarkis, 
unless the contacts to whom the front's emissary was directed are delayed 
awaiting the return of President Salim al-Huss, who, it is well known, is 
in Havana where a conference of nonalined nations ‘# being held. Between 
now and then Jumayyil may have an interview with Minister of Defense Joseph 
Sakkaf who returned yesterday from a tour of the Gulf. 


Jumayyil's Statement 
Commenting yesterday once again on the recent series of officer's promotions 
in the army, Pierre Jumayyil said in particular: “It is wise not to place 


the Lebanese and the foreigner on the same level of equality, nor absolute 
allegiance and the lack of allegiance." 


45 














And he added: “We firmly believe in the Lebanese formula of coexistence 
which is unique in the world. Christians and Moslems also believe in it 
inasmuch as that formula serves the interests of Lebanon as well as those 
of the Arabs. However, certain actions are harming that formula and they 
are blows that could be fatal. If we are to save it, we must not use cer- 
tain methods which distort Lebanon's traditional image." 


The head of Kata'ib [Phalanges Party} also said: "I have repeatedly stressed 
the need to agree upon the Lebanon we want. Any discussion will be fruit- 
less unless we succeed in understanding one another on that essential point. 
As for certain actions which hurt Lebanon's reputation — namely the recent 
series of promotions within the army — they are not in the best interests 
of Lebanon nor of the exemplary coexistence formula, nor of Lebanon's other 
charecteristics." 


Jumayyil went on: “The objections I am raising in regard to the promotions 
are based not on considerations of a material nature but rather on objective 
criteria. We cannot continue to apply so-called balance principles blindly 
while allegiance to Lebanon is relegated to the background." 


The Kata‘ib leader emphasized: "We must guard against rebuilding Lebanon 
on the bases that provoked war. The first criterion to bear in mind for 
promotions should be allegiance to the homeland. 


"We have lived side by side with the Palestinians for 20 years. But since 
we were forced into war and faced with saving Lebanon's legality and exis- 
tence threatened with destruction, the entire army should have reacted to- 
gether. However, that has not been the case, because it is the problem of 
allegiance to the homeland and not denominational preference that has 
paralyzed the regular forces." 


Finally, after once again lamenting the fact that certain deserving officers 
were ignored in the last series of promotions, the Kata'ib leader said: 

"I hope that the authorities involved and every Lebanese will understand 

my point of view and realize that it is based noi on denominational consider- 
ations but on purely patriotic ones, because Lebanon will continue to be 
threatened with destruction as long as the Lebanese do not learn from past 
experience." 


At the Defense Committee 


President of the Parliamentary Committee for National Defense Col Fu'ad 
Lahud announced yesterday that the meeting of that committee, set for to- 
morrow, Friday, was postporad until next Monday at 1030 hours because of 
Defense Minister Joseph Sakkaf's many obligations. 


Colonel Lahud pointed out that the meeting's order of the day includes the 
decree regarding the promotion of officers, the decrees applying the new 
defense law and other matters, namely the armaments plan for which a budget 
of 3 billion has been allotted. 
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Officials’ Response 
Beirut L'ORIENT-!E JOUR in French 1! Sep 79 p 3 


[Text] Meeting yesterday in the Chambre (Villa Mansur) temporary headquar- 
ters, with Fu'ad Lahud presiding and in the presence of Minister of Defense 
Joseph Sakkaf and Commander in Chief of the Army Gen Victor Khuri accompanied 
by Brig Gen George ‘Azzi, the Parliamentary Committee for Defense gave its 
support to the officers’ promotions announced on 31 August. 


However, that support is not unconditional, because the committee -~- whose 
debates became quite lively at times -- feels that these promotions were 
decided in conformance with the laws in force, but that to judge the merits 
of the promotions the results will have to be awaited. 


It was learned that during the meeting Brig General ‘Azzi gave a detailed 
report on the list of promotions which affects, as is well known, some 1,100 
officers in the Aray, Interior Security Forces and General Security. Taking 
the floor in turn, Minister of Defense Joseph Sakkaf stressed that the 
decisions by the Army Command were completely legal and that the choice of 
names had been established “with the state's highest interests in mind.” 


As for President of the Committee Fu'ad Lahud, he stated after the meeting 
that the member deputies had listened to a report on the 3! August promo- 
tions and that “they became aware of the fact that those promotions were 
deciaed within the framework of legislation in force." The North Matn 
deputy edded that the National Defense Committee would observe the results 
of these promotions, adding, in response to a question, that the deputies 
expressed various opinions on that question, but that one cannot form an 
opinion on such decisions (which are left up to the Command's judgment) 
before knowing the results. 


A Recourse in State Council? 


The promotion question will be the central issue at the weekly meeting of 
the Lebanese Front today in ‘Awkar, the Lebanese Information Agency (Kata' ib) 
revealed meanwhile, and stated moreover, citing a parliamentary source, that 
infractions had been committed in the advancement priorities “which makes 
possible a recourse to the State Council for the repeal of the decree in 
question.” According to the sata‘ib agency, one of the essential conditions 
for obtaining a promotion is to be placed on the promotions list, which 
veans an interval of 4 years between one rank and a higher one, at least on 
the level, which is not the case for some dozen officers already promoted 

in 1976. 
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MAURITANIA 


HAIDALLA MAKING SOME PROGRESS SINCE WITHDRAWING FROM WAR 
Paris DEMAIN L'AFRIQUE in French 10 Sep 79 pp 55-56 


{Article by Mireille Duteil, special correspondent in Nouakchott: “Mauritania-— 
Neutrality Secured") 


[Text] The day of 29 August 1979 appeared to be like any other since Mauritania 
abandoned its piece of the [Western] Sahara. In a modest office of Nouakchott 
whose windows open on a small, sandy avenue shaded by tamarisks, the chances 
of “definitively getting out of the war" were being calculated. Would the 
Moroccans not take countermeasures? Directly or indirectly? A teiex message 
came in: The French Council of Ministers [Cabinet] had just published a 
communique. “Taking into account the declarations of the Mauritanian leaders 
asserting their neutrality in the Saharan affair," France “notes the friend- 
ship and solidarity linking it to that country.” The French noted their readi- 
ness to help it in Mauritania’s reconstruction. The effect was immediate. 

The faces lighte’ up, the “Arab telephone” began to be used: Mauritania 

would not have to choose between its two major neighbors to the north. 


By implicitly approving the peace agreement signed in Algiers on 5 August 1979 
by Nouakchott and the POLISARIO Front and, especially, the Mauritanian with- 
drawal from the Tiris el-Gharbia region, Paris in fact was offering its pro- 
tection to Mauritania whose policy of “strict neutrality in the Saharan con- 
flict” France plans to support. The air suddenly became lighter. Even the 
humid and sticky heat of the rainy season which had enguited the city appeared 
to be less heavy. 


Rabat did everything to bar this French suvcport of Mauritania, but the Paris 
declaration should snowball. Towcrd which side would Saudi Arabia lean, that 
country which both Mauritanians and Moroccans need so badly to put them in 
funds once more? “The Saudis were hostile to the Algiers agreement to the 
extent that the latter dragged Mauritania into the camp of the progressives. 
Now that Mauritania is .» ‘or neutrality reactions should be different," 
someone noted. 











There are many in Nouakchott who believe quietly what some individuals assert 
aloud, namely, that King Hassan II without wishing it allowed Mauritania to 
get out of a bad situation. Indeed, by surrounding Dakhla the Moroccan king 
gave the Mauritanians the pretext that they were seeking to take some liberties 
with the Algiers agreement and te withdraw purely and simply from the conflict. 
Who could hold it against them? 


"Whether a war is just or unjust, for us it always has the same consequences,” 
a Mauritanian cadre told me. “There was no question of confronting the 
Moroccans.” To be sure, the Algiers agreement anticipated that Nouakchott 
would retain the provisional administration of Tiris el-Gharbia while waiting 
for the legal status of that territory to be clarified. "I dc not know 
whether the POLISARIO Front was hoping that we would oppose the Moroccans at 
the risk of becoming involved in war,” this same young cadre continued. He 
had always advocated an agreement with the POLISARIO Front. "But we were not 
going to commit suicide. This war has ruined us." Admittedly, in 1978 this 
state of no war no peace still cost the Mauritanian Treasury the handsome 
amount of 3 billion Mauritanian ouguiya. 


But the violence of the Moroccan reaction astonished some. The comments made 
by King Hassan LI at the time of his press conference on 19 August 1979 had 
tuc effect of a bomb here in Nouakchott, "I believe that when such offensive 
remarks are made about a state they are more serious thas a break in diplo- 
matic relations,” a minister told me. Nowakchott has been stirred and as- 
tounded. Mauritanian public opinion is in the process of changing sides. 
Mokhtar was forma], Prior to these comments by the Moroccan monarch even the 
most anti-Moroccans could not openly expres) their disagreement with Morocco 
because there existed a real consensus on the maintenance of good neighborly 
relations with that country. Since the king's press conference, however, 

the partisans of a compromise with Rabat are fewer and fewer and they are 
less and less listened to. 


Contrariwise, most Mauritanians are convinced that Morocco seeks to destabilize 
Mecritania, all the more so as the Moroccan Government gives the impression 

of throwing ofl on the fire. The very day when the Mauritanian prime minister, 
It Col Mohamed Haidalla, visited Rabat on 11 August 1979, Lt Col [Mohamed 

(wuld Abdel] Kadar, former member of the CMSN [Military Committee for National 
Safety], announced to the press in a large hotel of the Moroccan capital the 
creation of a committee of free officers opposed to the Algiers agreement. 

it is also in Rabat that the Federal Front for the liberation of Blacks of 

the South was established. This is an organization headed by an individual 
called Fadiga Moussa. However, while the Moroccan press and the Mauritanian 
p°ess got out their “heavy artillery,” the political circles evidenced much 
more prudence. Great care was taken on both sides not to commit the irre- 
patable--the break in diplomatic relations. 


"Morocco, which so far has always managed to alter the Mauritanian domestic 
situation to ite advantage, has no interest in such a development.” 4 senior 
official explained to me. in the eyes of others Rabat was seeking through 














its intransigence to push Nouakchott into the arms of the adversary in order 
to secure, through a kind of boomerang effect, the support of Paris. The 
French declaration cf support of Mauritania frustrated such planning, it is 
said in Nouakchott, Putting up a good front in the face of this setback, the 
Moroccan authorities have claimed to be “delighted” at this declaration. 


It is certain that Paris would not have greeted the establishment of a Tripoli- 
Algiers-Nouakchott axis with much enthusiasm. President Valery Giscard 
d'Estaing was kept closely posted on the negotiations between Mauritania and 
the POLISARIO Front. Two days before the signature of the Algiers agreement 
he saw Ahmedou Ould Abdallah, Mauritanian minister of foreign affairs, in 
Paris. In July 1979 a French plane had very discreetly flown Rene Journiac, 
the French president's adviser for African affairs, to Nouakchott. Paris 

has never concealed the fact that it has always wished to see a Mauritania 
simultaneously serving as a buffer zone between white Africa and Black Africa 
and strategically balancing the region by opposing both the Moroccan myths 
and the Algerian sirens. France even seems ready today to place at the dis- 
posal of Nouakchott the military advisers it has requested for the defense 

of Mauritanian territory. Will the parties move to the point of envisioning 
a defense agreement? 


This new situation provides a respite to Prime Minister Haidalla's government 
which will at long last be able to devote itself to postwar problems. In fact, 
in Nouakchott the atmosphere in August 1979 strangely resembled that of August 
1978, immediately following the coup d‘etat--with one less burden, that of the 
war. Both conservatives and progressives are polishing their weapons--peace- 
fully, naturally--to try to influence the government's policy. On 13 August 
1979, for the second time in a year, the representatives of the Confederation 
of Employers, all meeting behind the peace banner, paraded, some in Mercedes 
automobiles, some in pickup trucks, in the streets of Nouakchott to evidence 
their support of the Algiers agreement. Ten days later nearly 5,000 individ- 
uals hurried to the stadium in Nouakchott carrying streamers demanding the 
solution of the “national problem" and that of the feudal system. 


One can bet a lot that the neutrality observed in foreign policy will be 
translated in domestic policy by the search for the greatest common denomin- 
ator making it possible to govern. Each one is convinced here that "three 
governments this year is two governments too many." Reality is stubborn and 
economic problems are tenacious. The Mauritanian Treasury has funds to 

tide it over until November 1979, It will subsequently be necessary to make 
up for the shortfall to pay an excessively large public administration (130 
million ouguiya a month) and reimburse the foreign debt (U.S. $30 million) 
while the budgetary reciepts for 1979 are estimated at 6 billion ouguiya. At 
the end of August 1979 the minister of foreign affairs flew to Riyadh and a 
sizable Mauritanian delegation participated at the festivities marking the 
anniversary of the Libyan revolution in Tripoli. 


Reserved, secretive, he is a “man of the desert," it is said of the Number 
One Mauritanian, Lt Col Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who for the time being 
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takes shelter ia an obstinate isolation, His refusal to talk with representa- 
tives of the various currents of opinion is somewhat shocking in this country 
where discussion and palaver under a tent around three small glasses of tea 
are a national institution, This reserve admittedly makes possible all kinds 
of speculation on the political opinions of the head of government and, in the 
last analysis, each one can read what he wishes into it. 


For the time being Lt Col Haidalla is advocating especially efficiency and 
austerity. The operating expenses of the budget have been cut radically and 
the drive against those who fail to pay their taxes is on, With a rigor that 
is completely military, Haidalla has succeeded in 3 months in putting the 
officials back in their offices, Even ministers are not immune from Haidalla's 
surprise visits at 0730 hours in the morning. And for this to happen in 
Nouakchott is also a revolution. This is an upheaval that is nearly as inm- 
portant as the rupture of Mauritania's “umbilical cord” with Morocco. 
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MOROCCO 


23 MARS-COMMUNIST ACTION ORGANIZATIONS AGREE ON ISSUES 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic 3 Sep 79 p 4 


{[Article: “Joint Communique Between Moroccan 23 Mars and Communist Action 
Organization" ] 


[Text] A delegation from the Communist Action Organization in Lebanon 
headed by Comrade Fawwaz Tarabulusi, member of the political office and 
secretary of the Central Committee, met with a delegation from the political 
office of the 23 Mars Organization in Morocco. The delegations discussed 
the current Arab situation, the missions of revolutionary forces in the 
region, the situations in Morocco and Lebanon and the strengthening of 
bilateral relations. 


The organizations shared common views with regard to defining the current 
Arab situation, especially following the Camp David agreements and the 
treasonous accords between the Egyptian regime and Israel under the auspices 
of the United States of America. The two sides considered that these agree- 
ments constituted a “qualitative” shift in the Zionist-imperialist reac- 
tionary onslaught against the Arab Liberation movement and the gains it has 
made. and saw them as founding a new economic, military and “political” 
alliance in the region by opening up new opportunities for Zionist-imperi- 
alist control over the destinies of the entire Arab situation. They also 
saw the agreements as initiating a new phase in the Arab Liberation struggle 
and confronting it with new challenges. 


The two sides asserted the need to shift the confrontation with this vicious 
and hostile onslaught to the level of radicalism dictated by the exigencies 
of this new stage in the Arab-Israeli struggle. They asserted that this 
level of radicalism cannot be provided by the requirements of a stated 
minimum which will probably never find its way into practical application 

and which is reflected on the whole by the decisions that constitute official 
Arab action--action which does not epitomize representatively or actually 

all the energies and resources of the Arab people. While the two sides 
welcome everything which tends to contribute to the progress of total national 
opposition to the outcomes of Camp David, they call for embarkation on the 
course of radical confrontation based on the following main fundamentals: 
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|. Directing the national fight against American imperialism and its 
interests in the region as the main element in the hostile plan. In this 
connection, the weapons of energy, oil and Arab funds must be employed 
against imperialism, and an economic blockade must be imposed against it 
rather than considering the oil weapon as a means to enrich the ruling 
classes and further impoverish the popular masses and shorten their horizons 
of economic and social development. 


2. Reconsideration of the role of the masses in the national fight against 
the hostile onslaught. If the energies of these masses were released, a 
succession of victories would be won and the character of the entire region 
would be changed. In this same context, the course which leads to repre- 
sentation of and guardianship over the masses in the matter of shaping their 
future must be condemned, along with the course which engenders a state of 
mass laxity in the face of the ferocity of the hostile attack. A reconsidera- 
tion of the role of the masses in the national struggle requires that demo- 
cratic freedoms--at the heart of the political democracy--be unleashed, 
because the logic of an earnest national confrontation with the hostile 

plan is not in Line with suppression of the masses and their progressive and 
revolutiosary forces. Secondly, a reconsideration of the role of the masses 
demands that they be given the opportunity for armament and organization 
along with the right to choose the means of their political struggle in 
complete freedom. 


The policy of fear of the masses cannot constitute a successful course in 

the context of the struggle of national confrontation with the hostile plan. 
Furthermore, the policy of anti-communism constitutes a breach through which 
imperialism and reactionism can constantly infiltrade to strike at the national 
struggle as a whole. 


‘. Affirmation of the need to form an alliance with the socialist camp in 
a manner which is based on regard for this camp as a staunch ally of the 
\rab Liberation movement's struggle; and condemnation of the procedure of 
putting friends and enemies on an equal footing. 


4. Affirmation of the need to support the Palestinian Resistance and the 
Lebanese Nationalist Movement, based on consideration of the Palestinian 
Lebanese arena as the main arena of confrontation with the products of this 
hostile plan, and the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples as protecting all 
Araos from the conspiracy and attack in one of its most important phases. 


faving examined the nature of the current Arab situation and the conditions 
for radical national confrontation with the Camp David alliance, the two 
sides placed on record their agreement on the assessment that advancing 

the confrontation cto this radical level dictates the need for a tireless 
strugele in order to prepare for the development of the leadership role of 
the Arab working class in the context of the national and democratic fight 
throughout the region and in order to make the revolutionary forces 
personally qualified for this leadership. Thus the two sides adopt the 
appeal to convene a meeting, dialogue and debate among all sides belonging 
to the Arab left, especially the communists and Marxists, as an occasion 
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for dialogue and communication concerning the most prominent issues in the 
dispute in order to settle these issues. The two sides believe that such a 
meeting would be an opportunity for communication and joint cooperation in 
order to stimulate the Arab liberation movement in this new historical 
stage of its development in view of the fact that this mission rests alto- 
gether on the shoulders of these very forces. 





The two sides placed on record their total support for the revolutionary 
progress which the revolutionary march has made in the PDRY under the 
leadership of the Yemeni Socialist Party, as well as for its relentless 
stand against all reactionary threats aimed at encircling the revolution 
and paralyzing its liberating role throughout the region of the Arab 
Peninsula and the Gulf. 


The two sides also affirmed their complete support for the Palestinian 
people under the leadership of their sole legal representative, the PLO, 
and their conviction of the need to reinforce and strengthen Palestinian 
national unity. 


Upon review of the situation in the Lebanese arena, the delegation from the 
23 Mars Organization in Morocco affirmed its total support for the course 
pursued by the Communist Action Organization in Lebanon and the Lebanese 
Nationalist Movement in defending the territory of the south until libera- 
tion in the face of the aggressions and mounting escalation of Israel, the 
presence of the traitor Sa‘'d Haddad and the collusion of a part of the 
international emergency forces. Likewise, it affirmed total support for 
these organizations in resisting the fascist isolationist plan within the 
country through their reliance on a democratic program to reunify Lebanon 
and guarantee its Arab character and national independence. 


Upon review of the situation in the Moroccan arena, the two sides placed 

on record their pleasure with the inception of the new awakening which the 
mass movement is experiencing in its difficult struggle to take possession 
of the most important democratic gains, free all political prisoners, 
achieve the return of those who have been exiled and improve the living 
conditions of the popular masses. The achievement of these demands will 
tend to strengthen the popular mass struggle and its democratic and revolu- 
tionary forces in its general fight for national and democratic liberation, 
so that Morocco can form an important tributary in the Arab peoples’ 
struggle against imperialism, Zionism and reactionism. 


The two sides also reviewed recent developments in the Sahara region. 


The Communist Action Organization in Lebanon expressed its total backing 

for the course of the 23 Mars Organization in its struggle to achieve broader 
democratic freedoms and in its general struggle to provide the necessary 
conditions for the victory of the popular democratic revolution. Moreover, 
it affirmed its complete solidarity with the plan to strengthen front action 
at all levels among Moroccan nationalist and progressive groups. 
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At the conclusion of the meeting, the two sides expressed their pleasure 

at the course of their bilateral relations in their struggle and their common 
desire to reinforce and strengthen these relations based on the ideological 
and strategic ties of kinship which bind them. They also expressed their 
common conviction of the need to enrich the interaction between them, improve 
the manner of joint action and strengthen cooperation in all areas in the 


Lebanese and Moroccan arenas and within the scope of the Arab revolutionary 
movement. 
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